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The question was then taken; and it was de- 
vided in the afirmative—yeas 85, nays 45; as fol- | 


~ \s—Messrs. Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, Belcher, 
Q sno Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, 
see perlan, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, 
ae pavis, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Eddy, Edgerton, 
\{. Elliott, Ellison, English, Florence, Franklin, Fal- 
ble, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, 
hard, Johnson, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
corp, Kidwell, Kurtz, Latham, Leteher, Macdonald, Mc- 
sin, McNair, McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, May, Smith 
vier, Millson, Morrison, Nichols, Noble, Orr, Packer, 
tobe perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, 
> ide, Robbins, Ruffin, Shower, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, | 
prederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 
ciephens, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, John J. Tay- 
+. Thurston, Vansant, Walbridge, Walsh, Westbrook, 
naniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—85. 
VAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Bennett, Carpenter, Chand- 
or Cook, Corwin, Edmands, Thomas 1). Eliot, Everhart, 
parley, Fenton, Giddings, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 
vaven. Hill, Howe, Hunt, Knox, Lindsley, Matteson, 
“organ, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Pres- || 
ion. Pringle, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, 
gapp, Seward, Simmons, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. || 
ravlor, Upham, Wade, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- | 


yyrn, John Wentworth, and Tappan Wentworth—45. 


So the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Wrrent, of Pennsylvania, in the 


John 
yo 
or, Gam 





chair. ) p A 
TheCHAIRMAN. The first business in order | 
is the consideration of the Senate amendments to 
the Post Office bill. The amendments will be re- | 
norted. | 
First amendment: \| 


Page two, after line nine, insert the following : 

For compilation of post rgytes, as contained in the bill 
passed at the present sess of Congress establishing 
routes, $1,000. 

To enable the Postmaster General to purchase the patent 
of the  clam-shell padlock,’’ should he be of opinion that 
ihe public service requires it, the sum of $10,000. 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways | 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that | 
amendment. I wilhnot detain the committee by 
lebating it, as it recommends itself. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Second amendment: 


At the end of the bill add the following section : | 
Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That hereafter the 
Postmaster General be authorized and directed to continue 
ihe mail service between Charleston, Key West, and Ha- 
vana, during August and September, by acompetent steam- 
er, as itis now being performed during ten months of the | 
year; and that to enable him to do so, $10,000 are hereby | 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- | 
wise appropriated 
| 


Mr. HIBBARD. The route referred to in that || 
amendment is not now recognized by any law, and | 
theamendment establishes, therefore, a new route. | 


The Committee of Ways and Means recommend | 
4 non-concurrence, 


The amendment was not agreed to. 
Third amendment: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be al- 
owed and paid to the postmaster of Washington city, Dis- 
inct of Columbia, out of any money in the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated, a commission of one mill per 
pound upon the aggregate weight of public documents 
printed by order of Congress, and deposited in the office of 
said postmaster to be mailed; the said allowance to com- 
mence with the fiseal year beginning July 1, 1853, and to | 
be computed for the first year for the ascertained weight 
for the month of January, 1854. And that the said post- 
master be required to pay out of the said commissions to the | 
clerks and other employees of his office, a sum not exceed- 
ing $250 each, per annum, as compensation for the extra 
‘sdor performed by them in the assortment and mailing of || 
said documents ; and that he be required to account for, and || 
settle with, the Post Office Department, for the disburse- 
ment of these commissions, and any surplus that may re- 
main, in the same manner as is now required in the settle- 
ment of his other accounts. 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways | 
and Means being of the yes that the adoption | 
| 


of that amendment would produce a great and 
ee expense, recommend a non-concur- 
ce. 

Mr. VANSANT. I hope that the recommend- 
ston of the committee will not be agreed to, but I 
that the House will concur in the Senate amend- | 
ment in that particular. 1 have had some experi- 
*ncé In connection with the Post Office Department 
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| nent to the subject I am discussing. 


| sir, the clerks in the city post office belong to the 
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in this ee in one of our largest offices, and 
[ know something of the nature and extent of the 
services required to be performed by the clerks in 
that Department. I know, of my own observa- 


| 
‘ } 
| tion, that the clerks in that department of the ser- 
| vice perform more labor, and work more hours, ter, Chandler, Chase, Chastain, Chrisman, Colquitt, Crock 


than do the clerks connected with any other de- 
partment of the General Government, and they | 
are ee ee paid than the clerks in any | 
other office o 

hope this amendment will be agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
man from Maryland tell me what officer of this | 
Government is not poorly paid, and worked to | 
death, at that? Mor, 

Mr. VANSANT. That question is not perti- 
zy. [am speak- 
ing of the labors of the clerks in the Post Office 
Department. 

r. JONES. This amendment has no refer- | 
ence to the clerks in the Post Office Department. 


It is in reference to the clerks in the city post 
Office. 


Mr. VANSANT. 


| 
| 
| 
i 


I understand all that; but, | 


General Post Office Department. 

Mr. JONES. No more than those in the post 
office in the city of Baltimore do. 

Mr. VANSANT. They are a part of the Post 
Office Department; and let me say, that I believe | 
thetlerks in the post offices, not only in the city 
of Washington, but in the cities of New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, are poorer 
paid and harder worked than the employees in any 
other department of the Government. This 
amendment, I believe, would give them about $200 | 
each additional pay. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 





Mr. VANSANT. I presume the gentleman 
from New Hampshire is right. 

Mr. HIBBARD. It proposes to pay one mill 
per pound upon all the matter whick passes | 
through the office. 

Mr. VANSANT. Well, sir, I hope this amend- 
ment will be concurred in. I do not regard it as 
liberal. It is pure, sheer justice to the clerks in 
this post office. 

* The amendment to the Senate amendment was 
not agreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate was then non- 
concurred in. 

[The committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate, byAssury Dicxins, Esq., 





It will give them about $250 || 
each. | 
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| _ The roll was then called, and the following gen- 
tlemen failed to answer to their names: 
| 
} 


Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, 
| Ball, Banks, Barry, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Benton, 
Bissell, Boyce, Breckinridge, Brooks, Campbell, Carpen 


er, Cullom, Cumming, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dean, Dent, 
Dickinson, Disney, Drum, Dunham, Edmundson, John M. 
Elliott, Etheridge, Ewing, Flagler, Goode, Hamilton, An 
drew J. Harlan, Hastings, Henn, Hiester, Hillyer, Howe, 


| 


Da by r .-G y Ss i r 
the General Government; and I do 1 niel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kittredge, Lamb, Lane, 


Lyon, McCulloch, Mace, Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, 
John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Olds, Packer, Bishop Perkins, 


Will the gentle- || Richardson, Thoums Ritchey, Ruffin, Seymour, Shannon, 


Singleton, Skelton, Sgmuel 


1 . Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Sollers, David Stuart, Tracy, 


rout, Upham, Vail, Walker, 


| Warren, Westbrook, Witte, Yates, and Zollicoffer. 


The committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union had had the Union generally under consid- 

eration, and particularly the Post Office appropria- 
| tion bill, with the Senate amendments thereto; and 

having found itself without a quorum, had caused 
| the roll to be called, and had directed him to report 
| the facts to the House, with the names of the ab- 
| sentees. 

A quorum having answered to their names, the 
committee again resumed its session. 

The amendment was again read by the Clerk. 

Mr. STRATTON. | offer the following amenal- 
ment: 

And the same shall extend to all who have been mem- 
bers of either House of Congress, or who may hereafter be, 
but it shall not extend to those of the present Congress. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. 
| The question then recurred upon the Senate 
amendment. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I wish to state to the Chair, 
that tellers were appointed, the question was taken, 
and the tellers reported, when the committee found 
itself without a quorum. 

The tellers having resumed their 


| 


laces, the 


|| question was again put, and the amendment was 


non-concurred In. 


| Fifth amendment: 

| Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 

| General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Crans 

| ton Laurie a reasonable compensation for performing the 

| duties of two desks in the Post Office Department, not to 

| exceed half pay of a clerk for the time he was so em 
ployed. 

| Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways 

| and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 

| amendment. 

| [Cries of ** Question !’’ ** Question !’’) 

r. CHAMBERLAIN. I donot know on what 


their Secretary, informing the House that they had | ground the committee have come to the conclusion 


concurred in the amendments of the House to the 
bill of the Senate (No. 178) to incorporate the 
National Hotel Company in Washington city; 
that they had concurred in the amendments of the 
House to the bill of the Senate (No. 179) to con- 


stitute Pilatka and Bayport, in the State of Florida, || 


ports of delivery respectively. ] 
The committee then resumed its session. 


Fourth amendment: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the surviving 
late Vice President of the United States shall have, during 
his life, the same authority to frank letters and other mail 
matter, which he possessed while he was in office ; and 
the same authority shall belong to future Vice Presidents, 
after they go out of office. 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ROBBINS. 
curring. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wats and 
FLORENCE were appointed. 

The question was put; and, on a division, there 
were—ayes 57, noes 63. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no quorum. 

Mr. MORGAN. [hope weshall progress with 
the business without having constantly to drum | 
up members. | 


I demand tellers upon con- 


Mr. ROBBINS. Let us have a recount. 
[Cries of ** Call the roll !’”) 


' 


to recommend a non-concurrence in this amend- 
ment. The facts with reference to this claim of Mr. 
Laurie’s are succinctly stated in the words of the 
amendment itself. The Senate felt conscious that 
it wasaclaim of strict justice. Certainly noth- 
ing but justice is to be subserved by the amend- 
ment. The Senate adopted it almost without a 
dissenting voice. 
| I ask if this committee are ready to do injustice 
| by refusing this claim. Sir, there is not a duty 
incumbent on us as representatives of the — 
higher than that of allowing just claims. Seeing 
as we see, and knowing as we know, that many 
persons in public employment are paid beyond 
their just deserts, it is a duty that we owe to the 
public, it is a duty that we owe to ourselves, to 
encourage the faithful in well-doing. This, sir, is 
precisely a claim of that nature; and I hope, there- 
fore, that the recommendation of the Committee 
| of Ways and Means will not be followed, but that 
| this committee will concur in the amendment of 
the Senate. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
do no such thing. 
Mr. HIBBARD. I have but one word to say 
in reference to this amendment. The Committee 
of Ways and Means have recommended a non- 
concurrence in it, on the ground—as [ understand 
it—first——— 
{Loud cries of ‘* Question!” ‘ Question !’”] 


1 hope the committee will 
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The question was then taken; and the 
amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 
Seo. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster Gen- 








eral be authorized and directed to establish a mail on the | 


Missiseippi river from Cairo to New Orleans, and from Keo- 
kuk, Lowa, to Galena, in Hiinois, and that he contract for the 
same io one line, or in such divisions or sections, or both, 
as may be most compatible with the public service ; and to 


facilitate the execution of this section, the Postmaster Gen- | 


eral may make immediate temporary arrangements for 


carrying satd mail by the trip, and if he fails to obtain | 
acceptable bids after advertising for thirty days, he may || 
make private contracts fur carrying said mail, and the said | 
mail shall be carried daily from Cairo to New Orleans, but | 


the Postmaster General is authorized, at his discretion, to 
restrict the delivery of the mail at all other points than 
Cairo, Memphis, Napoleon, Vicksburg, Natchez, Baton 
Rouge, and New Orleans, to thr@e mails a week, each way, 


provided nothing herein contained shall be so construed as | 
to impair the rights of parties heretofore contracting for 


said service. * 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways | 


and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 
was received from the President of the United 
States, by Sipney Wessrer, Esq., his Private 
Secretary, informing the House that he had signed 
a joint resolution, and bills of the House of the 
following titles: 

Joint resolution directing the accounting officers 
of the Treasury to adjust the accounts of William 
W oodbury, late pension agent at Portland, Maine; 


An act making appropriations for fortifications | 


and other works of defense, and for repairs of bar- 
racks and quarters for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1855; 

An act for the relief of Jesse R. Faulkner, of 
Missouri; 

An act for the relief of James Walsh; 


An act for the relief of W. D. Porter, of the | 


United States Navy; 

An act for the relief of the civil township of 
Marion, in the county of Mercer, Ohio; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hammond, of 
the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of Charlotte S. Westcott; 

An act for the relief of Henry N. Halsted; 

An act for the relief of John Frink; 

An act for the relief of John McVey, and John 
F. McKneely, of Louisiana; 


An act for the relief of Henry J. Snow, of || have been here, vast sums of money appropriated | 


| to objects altogether local in their character, and | 


Rome, in the State of New York; 

An act to provide a pension for James K. Welch; 

An act for the further relief of Albro Tripp; 

An act for the relief of James M. Lewis; 

An act for the relief of William H. Weirech; 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Baggerley ,widow 
of David Baggerley; 

An act for the relief of Joseph McMinn; 

An act for the relief of Mary H. Cushing; 

An act to revive the act approved March 3, 
1823, and the act approved May 26, 1824, sup- 
plemental thereto, in reference to the Rio Hondo 
claims to land in Louisiana. 

The committee then resumed its session, and 
resumed the consideration of the Senate amend- 
ments to the Post Office bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. I ask that the 
sixth amendment may be again read. 

The amendment was accordingly read. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. Mr. Chair- 
man, | desire to get the attention of the committee 
to the amendment of the Senate. At this period 
of the session it is not to be expected that mem- 
bere will take the time to examine every proposi- 
tion with scrutiny; and for this reason, and in 
view of the importance of the Senate’s amend- 
ment to the interests of my State, I feel that I 
have some apology for asking the indulgence of 
the committee, The State of Mississippi pays a 
large sum annually into the Treasury. She bears 
this heavy burden without a murmur. The little 
benefit she receives in return is not in the shape 
of appropriations of money, to build great edifices 
to adorn her cities, nor in improving harbors and 
rivers, but in the mail facilities which are grudg- 
ingly extended to her people. 

ir, the importance of this department of the 
Government, which controls the mails, is much 
underrated. There is no function performed by 
the General Government in which so many per- 
sons are interested as in this matter of the public 
mails. Every man, woman, and child is interest- 
ed in the administration of this department of the 











| enjoyments are dependent in a great degree upon 
- it, ‘Phe people watch its operauons with jealous 

vigilance, and the slightest interruption or delay, 

in the regular transmission of the mails, is sure to 
bring forth complaint and censure. Politicians 
|| imagine that the minds of the people are absorbed 
in the schemes and plots which ainbition coins for 
its own purposes. But let me assure gentlemen 
| on this floor, let me assure all parties, that a blun- 
dering, partial, inefficient administration of the 
Post Office Department, produceg more discontent 
among the people than any other cause of com- 
plaint. 

Gentlemen may, in the exuberance of their 
| fancy, suppose the introduction of some small 
hobby will beget for them a mammoth reputa- 

tion, and link their names with immortality. Let 
| me suggest to such it is not only a mistake, but 
/avery silly blunder. The instincts of the masses 
| are nature’s philosophy. It seldom errs, and, in 
| the end, seldom or ever misleads us. We have 
| heard, in these Halls, much in reference to cheap 


| postage, its effects upon the business of the coun- 
| ury and the social reiations of communities. I| 
grant that it shou:d be reduced to the lowest 
capacity of a self-sustaining machine; but when 
reduced below that, you defeat the object of its 
|| reduction. 


country in post offices and post roads, to make 
| the Department sustain itself, you deal unjustly 
with its administration, and inflict a wanton in- 
jury upon the most worthy portion of our fellow- 
|| citizens. Under the present system, the large 
cities are the beneficiaries, and the farming and 
planting communities are the sufferers. What 
does the farmer or planter care whether his letfers 


learn the market value of his products? To him, 
at least, it is the system of a pennywise and 
poundfoolish policy. 


gentleman, just now, that the Committeeof Ways 


| ted $500,000, for the establishing of a mail line, 


When you reduce the Department to |) 
|| the necessity of stunting the rural districts of the || 


| cost him three or five cents, when he has to send | 
ten or fifteen miles to a post office, before he can | 


| was much surprised when I heard from the 


| and Means did notconcur in the amendment of the | 
Senate; but | suppose it was because it appropria- | 


upon the Mississippi river, from Cairo to our | 


| great southern metropolis. I have seen, since I 


| partial in their benefits. Yes, sir, to objects of 


| doubtful policy, and, in the estimation of some, 


| 

| its policy. When | saw this, | took it for granted 
| that a meritorious proposition would have decid- 
/edly a good time, and meet with universal com- 
mendation. I know that there were some gentle- 
_men here, who, having no very distinct idea of 
| any proposition, objected to all to make a show of 
| wisdom. I doubted whether, upon a proposition 
| as clear as this, there could be found a single ob- 
| jector. 
taken. I had not quite learned the harness that 
was necessary to give a billa safe passage through 
this body. If it had been started in some omni- 
bus, in company with marble-fronted custom- 





made the trip. Or, if it had taken passage with some 
river and harbor appropriation, or with some ocean 


| But it is the misfortune of this amendment, that 
it started alone, standing on its own merits, upon 





wrecked. 


| calling for the exercise of a power as doubtful as is | 


houses, [ think it would, in all probability, have | 


its perilous voyage, and hence the danger of being | 
It has the misfortune not to have | 


But in this, it seems, | was slightly mis- | 


mail steamer, | think it would have floated through. | 


| 


| eventhe recommendation of the Postmaster Gen- | 


/eral. If it had come within the range of the 
| duties of the Secretary of the Treasury, I am in- 
clined to think he might have favored it. His lib- 
| erality on such subjects superinduces the belief. 
| But unfortunately for it, it was not cradled in the 
circle of his official sphere. It is true, it has the 
approval of the Senate; but the Senate is not con- 
| Servative, in the estimation of many worthy and 
| talented gentlemen in this end of the Capitol, who 
| doubtless think their places would be much better 
| filled by themselves. But I am inclined to think, 
| when the people of the great valley of the Missis- 
sippi come to look at this question, they will know 
| how to appreciate its friends and reward its ene- 
/ mies. 





| Wise legislation adapts itself to the necessities | 


| 


of the case, and takes advantage of surrounding 
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Senate | Government. Our highest social and intellectual | 
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circumstances. The God of nature oe 


Placed og 


_ this continenta valley greater in extent t quite as we 
| of the European kingdoms, and richer man “> hands 0 | 
ucts than the valley of the Nile. Throy iE rod. 10 employ 8 
valley flows the Mississippi river. Its Gea river? + 
eighteen hundred miles, and the waters . jess we are 
















. t 
its shores pass through eighteen mide = pon. 


Union. It bears upon its bosom their ¢ Mr. Fat 
| merce—a commerce equal to, if not exceedin, aller 
$300,000,000 per annum. This river, with is, on the WI 
tributaries, are to the Union what the main ng Mr. a 
ries are to the human system ina commercis giving the 
point of view. Without them the commerce of on certain | 
this valley would be stagnantas the Dead Sen, tad tne mails 0 


the energies of the proud and industrious route. 










who inhabit it paralyzed and prostrated, a ur. Be 
«© Westward the star of empire lakes its way ;» 132, am 
and gentlemen upon this floor should be mail from 
how they undertake to rob this vast rezion of Mr. bes 
just rights. As you stand upon some staje! rags t 
steamer as she plows the waves of this mj ht of the ie 
river, cast about and compute, if you can, the yp. not aoe | 
told commerce which flows in from the young an) where ¢ a 
vigorous West. Look to the East, nd she, too any parle 
comes with her products. Nor is my own * sunny i. wnite 
South ”’ wanting in paying her tribute to nature’, be _ 
laws. From the head of navigation to the Gulf HO r 
stream there is an exhibition of one prominey; non 
fact; and that fact is, that there is more of may. of the va 
_ ketable values that find their destination over this who sual 
| stream than any other in the world. Much of ae 
| these commodities are exchanged by our owncit. aaron 
izens, but much more finds a market in foreign ye is 
| countries. That which goes abroad is exchange oer n 
for foreign products, The duties raised from these = Se 
importations supply our Government with the wo erin 
revenues which sustains and upholds it. we de 
Now, I[ submit, if it is not just and proper that obloqay a 
those who fill the purse might be permitted, occa. tach to the 
sionally, at least, to unloose the purse-strings, ive a der 
Yet gentlemen would recommend a non-concur- a fault the 
rence, when the Senate groposes, after long de. \Here ¢ 
layed justice, to give to the people of this vast Mr. W 
valley their undoubted rights in mail facilities, rise thal 
and an equal chance in the race of trade, by 4 oe sh 
knowledge of the market, whether at home or some tho 
abroad. In their estimation it is proper enough in the he 
to establish a line of ocean mail steamers to Shang- ing them: 
hai. We could afford to give $850,000 to the Co- grudging 
‘| lins line, at a loss of something like $600,000 per had the n 
‘| annum, to promote our commerce with a foreign silence ut 
Government. Yes, we can afford millions to cer- « modest 
tain favorite lines of ocean steamers to promote man.” 
| our commerce with foreign people; but when half bring its 
a million is asked for our own citizens, and that with tho 
portion of them, too, which pays into the Treasury Now, 
two thirds of its revenue, itis thought to be extreme- but for ¢ 
ly prodigal. They think it right to give to thein- selves of 
porter at the large cities upon our coast the ai- when I ¢ 
vantage of a knowledge of the market abroad, but committ 
decidedly wrong to give to the planter, farmer, and exceeder 
artisan, who create the utilities in which the in- importar 
porter deals, the same information. I never en- would, f 
tertained a very high opinion of that charity which House, 
sought its objects abroad; for, like the horizon, sissippi 
their generosity recedes as you approach it. | the duti 
think our own people who produce the utilities in: there wi 
which exporters and importers deal, are entitled this isst 
to a correct knowledge of their market value, “ charit 
and to give them this informations I would send Mr. I 
them the mails. I have ever thought it the duty ating de 
of this Government to distribute its favors with mittee d 
an equal hand, and when it fails in this, it 8 House, 
derelict in duty. A knowledge of the marketca" AM: 
only come through such a medium, and when ‘ Mr, 
is eked out to one, and showered upon another, around 
it is not only favoritism, but the worst specie upon th 
of protection in disguise. The mails from this ber, if t 
| city, often, do not reach the section of country upon it, 
in which I reside for weeks, when they ouglit Mr. ( 
to be received in seven or eight days. Such and I | 
a system may secure to itself a notorious nol underst 
riety, but its popularity is exceedingly problema'- Mr. | 
ical. Why send them around the southern route, ated the 
some one hundred and fifty miles south of their cuted u 
destination? Is it because of railroad lines owne! J me tha 
by soulless corporations or moneyed capitalists’ all that 
Or is it because of the intervening of large com- Mr. 
mercial cities? 1 am inclined to the opinion, Ji to that 
we could lower our vision, and cease to gaze upo" Mr, 
the marble palaces of the city milliopatre, and BiB to the . 
look to the honest and laboring producer, W® Hi speec 
would subserve the purposes of useful legis!atio" Hi of the ; 
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i 
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ag well. Why not place the means in the 
” 7 the Postmaster General, and enable him 
a. steam packets plying on the Mississippi 
OO Nature has dictated the policy, and, un- 
a are blind, we will seize upon the sugges- 
jess 


qui 
nab 


pon. 


M FAULKNER. I would inquire of the 
veman whether there is any regular mail line 


enuel se. : 
ssissippl river: 
WRIGHT. There is none. The law 
ing the contract to the lowest bidder, (except 
g vertain pet lines,) is wrong in principle; for 
the mails ought to be transmitted on the speediest 


0 


. 

.. STANTON, of Kentucky. I would beg 
to refer the gentleman to the law of August 31st, 
1352, authorizing for the contracting for a daily 
mail from Louisville. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I understand that full well. 
| desire the necessary means placed at the disposal 
of the Postmaster General, and then, if the law is 
sot executed, there can be no two opinions as to 
where the fault lies. I ask no special favors for 
any particular section of country, but insist upon 
ual and evenhanded justice. But who are to 
be benefited by this line? I might say that por- 
tion of the people who mainly bear the burden of 
the Government directly, and every other portion 
of the people indirectly, except those Shylocks 
who reside on the pet lines now in operation, and 
who, owing to their superior means for informa- 
tion, like harpies, prey upon those less favored. 
Gentlemen upon this floor, who have in some 
instances exhibited such a degree of prodigality in 
the expenditures of the Government, that some 
who desired to practice economy thought it al- 
most criminal, may, by voting for this amend- 
ment, do much to relieve themselves from that 
obloquy and reproach which otherwise might at- 
tchtothem. ‘They have a choice opportunity to 
vive a demonstration that if they are prodigal to 
4 fault they are just to a tittle. 

\Here a member of thetcommittee interrupted. ] 

Mr. WRIGHT. I am notat all taken by sur- 
prise that gentlemen who have monopolized so 
large a share of the time of the committee, in what 
some thought useless and unprofitable discussion, | 
in the hope of filling the public eye, and swell- 
ing themselves into an undue importance, should 
grudgingly yield a few minutes to one who has 
had the modesty, as well as forbearance, to sit in 
silence under their daily efforts. It is said that 
“ modesty is a quality that highly adorns a wo- 
man.” Itis extremely doubtful whether it would | 
bring its market value in this body, especially so 
with those who most need it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if gentlemen had waited 
but for a moment, they might have saved them- 
selves of all their trouble. I had not intended, 
when | commenced, to occupy the attention of the 
committee but fora few moments. I have already 
exceeded the time [ had allotted to myself; but the 
importance of the subject must be my apology. I 
would, however, appeal to every member of this 
House, who resides within the limits of the Mis- 
sisaippi valley, to recollect their constituents and 
the duties of the Representative. If they dothis, 
there will be but little uncertainty in the result of 
this issue. I would ask them to remember, that | 
“charity begins at home.’” 

Mr. HIBBARD. For the purpose of termin- || 
ating debate upon this bill, [ move that this com- || 
mittee do now rise, with a view of offering, in the | 
House, a resolution to accomplish that object. | 

A Memper. ‘*Oh, no! let us go on.’ 

Mr. HIBBARD. Well, as it is suggested || 
around me, that further debate may not be desired || 
upon this amendment, on the part of any mem- 
ver, if the committee is ready to take the question | 
upon it, | will withdraw my motion. 

Mr.GREY. [should liketo oe a few words, 

e 


and I should like to have this whole matter fully 
understood. 
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|| ment of this mail. 


|| to the state of that market. 


Mr. GREY. I will not occupy more than five || 
minutes. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Very weil; I withdraw my 
motion. 

Mr. GREY. I want but a few moments to ex- | 
plain the matter, for | am confident it is not un- 
derstood by the committee and the House. The | 
assertion that there is no mail upon the Missis- | 
sippi river, from New Orleans up to the mouth of | 
the Ohio, will astonish the members of this House. | 
L ask gentlemen from New York what they 
would think, if this Government should deny to | 
them a mail from New York city, up through || 
their noble Hudson, on to the northern part of the || 
State, and westward to the borders of the great | 
lakes? Congress, in the session of 1852, became | 


convinced that there ought to be a mail upon the | 


| Mississippi river, and in August of that year a | 


bill was reported to the House, authorizing the 
Postmaster General to advertise and establish a | 
mail from Louisville to New Orleans. That law | 
is still in existence now, and we are inquired of, 
why ask any other law upon the subject? I wiil 
tell gentlemen, and teil the Committee of Ways 
and Means why it is. Under the provisions of 
that law, and according to the provisions of that 
law, the Postmaster General, Mr. Hubbard, ad- 
vertised. Accordingly, the bids were received, 
and a centract entered into for the transportation 
of that mail. When Postmaster General Camp- 
bell, who succeeded Hubbard, came in, he an- || 
nulled the contract, and told the parties that he || 
could not carry out the contract with them. | 
Why? Because he thought the bids were too | 
high; and yet a contract, in pursuance of law, had 
been entered into with the lowest bidder. But | 
that contract was annulled by the Postmaster | 
General; and he negotiated with the contractors, || 
and got them to take a lessamount. Well, anew || 
contract was executed by the Postmaster General, || 
under the seal of the Government; but the very 
day that contract was to go into operation, he || 
sent a special messenger on to Louisville, and an- 
nulled and repudiated that contract also. I want | 
the House to understand that the Postmaster 
General has disregarded the law of 1852, and left 
u8 without a mail upon the Mississippi river. 

And what has been his action since? The routes | 
were advertised, and the matter was to have been || 
acted upon last Thursday. Bids were in, but the 
Postmaster General thought all of them too high, 
and refused to accept any of them. In other 
words, he decided that that section of the country || 
was not entitled to mail facilities if they cost so 
much; and, therefore, he disregarded a positive 


| law of the Government, and refused to accept any 
_ of the bids. 


Well, sir, the matter came up in the Senate. 
Senators from the West knew that he had repu- 
diated the contract made for the carrying of that 
mail, and therefore brought the matter before the 
Senate for investigation. The subject was inves- 
tigated by a committee of thas body, and a report 
made upon it. And, sir, the Senate knew what 
they were about when they inserted a provision 
in this bill expressing the decided will of Congress 
that the Postmaster General should carry into ef- | 


| fect the law of 1852, and establish a regular mail 


upon the Mississippi river. That law is now a 


|| dead letter, because the Postmaster General will 


not carry it out; and it will remain so as long as 
we permit the Postmaster General to disregard it. | 
That law required the Postmaster General to ad- 
vertise and to execute a contract for carrying the 


| mail from Louisville to New Orleans. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, [ ask the committee to | 
remember that that whole extensive region of 


|| country, reaching from the Alleghanies to the | 


Rocky Mountains is all interested in the establish- 
Every portion of it sends their | 
produce to the New Orleans market, and are | 
deeply interested in receiving daily intelligence as 
he Mississippi | 


E. 








ES 


I expect cares nothing, about the wants of the 
W est, has been permitted to disregard those wants, 


| while he has made contracts for carrying the mail 
| In ocean steamers from the Atlantic cities at the 


cost of $2,500,000 a year. I hope the House will 
concur in this amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I think it is time that this 
debate should be closed, and for that purpose I 
move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. PRESTON. I have but a word to say, 
and I hope the gentleman will withdraw his mo- 
tion. I desire to sey something upon this question, 
and do not expect to trouble the House again. | 
— the gentleman will withdraw for the present. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I cannot. . 

‘The motion was agreed te. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee of thg Whole on the state of 
the Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill of the 
House, making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1855, and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 

(Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which thereupon received the 


| signature of the Speaker: 


An act to constitute Pilatka and Bayport, in 
the State of Florida, ports of delivery respectively; 
and Keokuk and Dubuque, in the State of lowa; 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, 


| widow of the late Colonel Aineas Mackay, deputy 


quartermaster general United States Army; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Brevet Captain 
J. H. Lendrum, United States Army; and 

A bill making appropriations for light-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr, HIBBARD. I move the usual resolution 
to close debate in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the Senate amendments 
to the Post Office appropriation bill in five minutes 
after its consideration shall be again resumed. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move that the House do 
now resolve itself into tht Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Wricut, of Pennsylvania, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the Sen- 

| ate amendments to the Post Office appropriation 
bill. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Mr. Chair- 
man, the law, as it now stands, authorizes the 
Postmaster General to establish this mail; but if, 
| it be the object to make it imperative on that 
| officer to do what the law now simply authorizes 
| him to do, then I think that it is incumbent on 

this committee to agree to that amendment. Sir, 

it is a shame, an outrage on the rights of the 

western poate, that they should want the mail 
| facilities to be afforded by the adoption of this 
| provision. Now, I happen to know the fact that 

the mails are sent on the Mississippi river by the 
| boats which will take them at the lowest price, 
| whichwre generally the slowest boats running on 
| that river. Gentlemen leaving Memphis, Ten- 
| nessee, have stopped at Natchez and Vicksburg, 
| posted letters there, and, after stopping twenty- 
| four hours at New Orleans, have returned home 
| before their letters had reached there by the mails. 
| In consequence of this state of things, the mer- 
| chants do not send their letters through the mails; 
| and | have been assured, by gentlemen who pro- 
| fess to know something of the matter, who ought 
| to, and who, I have no doubt do, know the facts 
| they state, that a very large proportion, even as 


Mr. HIBBARD. After we shall have termin- || river is the central line for millions of dollars worth | much as three fourths, of the mail matter, is carried 


ated the general debate, the subject can be prose- || 
cuted under the five-minute rule, and it seems to | 


But the people of the Mississippi | 


of produce. 
a are not the only ones interested in the es- 


val 


| outside of the mails. The policy of cutting down 
mail facilities in order to increase the receipts of 


me that that will afford ample opportunity to say || tablishment of these mail facilities. The mer- | the Department is a very unwise and short- 


all that is necessary to say upon it. 1] 
Mr. GREY. [ think the committee will agree ] 
to that amendment if they fully understand it. | 
Mr. HIBBARD. I dislike to be discourteous ] 
'o the gentleman, and prevent him from making 


peech, but really we have not time at this stage 
of the session. 





chants of New York are deeply interested in it. 
They hear daily from Wisconsin, Ohio, Indiana, 
Michigan, and all the northern and western States, 
and it is of very great importance that they should 
also hear daily from New Orleans. Yet, sir, in || 
defiance of law, the present Postmaster General, 

who is an eastern man, who knows nothing, and | 


| sighted policy; and the effect of it will be to defeat 
| the very object in view. The only — to make 
the system productive is to extend mail facilities, 


_and to send your mails upon the fastest possible 


lines, and pay whatever may be eee to 
carry the mails from St. Louis or Louisville to 
New Orleans in the shortest possible time. If this 
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perative upon the Postmaster General to establish | 


bounds of reason, after fair competition among | 
bidders, then I am ready to support it, because I | 
believe it to be my duty, by every consideration, | 
to do what I can to secure additional mail facilities 
fer that section of the country. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move an amendment, to strike 
out the last six lines of the amendment under con- 
sideration. 

I am opposed to the amendment of the Senate; 
for, as | understand it, it intends to take awa 
























from the Postmaster General that discretion whic 

he exercises over every other postal route in the 
United States. For instance, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral advertises proposals for carrying the mails 
upon the various routes, reserving to himself the 
right to refuse to enter into a contract with the 
lowest bidder, if the afnount proposed for the 
transportation of the mails shall be unreasonable. 


Department to place a daily mail upon the route 
between Louisville and New Orleans. 
were invited, and the lowest amount that was 
then bid was something like ay 
formance of that service daily. 
additional for the performance of service from 
Cairo to St. Louis. Prior to that time the mails had 
been carried for so much per trip, the steamboats 
being required to stop at the most important 
points upon the river. 
work very well. 

The amendment now proposed by the Senate 
changes the rights of the contracting parties. The 
Postmaster General, in his annual report, states, 
that upon the advertisement of his predecessor, 
Mr. Hubbard, the lowest bid was $460,000 a year 
for the whole service between New Orleans and 
Louisville. 

There are $40,000 appropriated for the line be- 
tween St. Louis and Cairo. On the 4th of March, 
1853, the Postmaster General made a different 
regulation in- regard to it; and proposals were re- 
ceived for transporting the mails between Louis- 
villeand New Onlenen in seven days, each way; 
and for additional mail lines between Louisville 
and Cairo, &c., at a compensation of $279,569 per 
ear, being the average amount of the lowest bids. 


It was $40,000 


facilities which it affords are believed to be amply 
sufficient. It took effect on the Ist of December 
last, and is to remain in force till June 30, 1857. 

One word more. There is an additional pro- 
vision in this amendment, which requires that if 
the Postmaster General make a contract, as re- 
quired in the preceding part of the amendment, he 
shall save the existing rights of all. That is what 
the committee propose to strike out. 

Mr. GROW. There is some mistake about 
the mail on the Mississippi river. It is required 
now to be carried as it has been carried for years. 
The contract with Glover & Mather was made 
by Mr. Hubbard, before the present Postmaster 
General came into office. This contract required 
the mail service to be performed on boats without 
freight. They were simply to carry passengers 
and mails; but no freight. For this purpose the 
Government agreed to pay large rates of compen- 
sation. The contract was held by Glover & 
Mather, at $450,000 per annum. But when they 
came to execute that contract, in the last gays of 
Mr. Hubbard’s administration—when they came 
to perform the service of carrying the mails on 
the river—instead of carrying them on boats with- 
out freight, they took them on boats with freight, 
as they had been always in the habit of doing. 
As the contractors were not complying with the 
terms of their contract, the Postmaster General 
refused to pay the price stipulated, unless they 
should carry the mails in boats having no freight 
on board; because he could get the service per- 


effect a saving to the Government of some $160,000 
a year in thisitem. He therefore gave notice to 
the contractors that they should carry the mails 
according to the terms of the advertisement and 
of their contract, and if not, that he should annul 
it. The contractors found that they were unable 
to comply with the stipulated terms; and for that 
reason the contract was annulled, and an arran 

meni made to carry the mail between Louisville 
and New Orleans for $279,000 per year. The 
mail, therefore, has been since carried exactly as 


| lar contract now for the the yearly transportation | 


|, cial contract with Glover & Mather, they are car- 
| ried as they have been allthe time. This contract | 


| 


,000 for the per- | 


this mail, whatever may be the cost, within the |’ 


| 


That system seemed to | 


|| tleman states that the mail is carried from New | 
| Orleans to Louisville by the trip, just as hereto- | 
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| notany mails have been carried under contract by || 


| Glover & Mather just as they had been carried 
|| for years, and just as they were carried before | 


|| Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was | 
Proposals | 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 

| 
1] 





‘his contract has been since executed, and the 


| in shipping and unshipping freight. 
‘Two years ago there was an attempt to coerce the | 


| curity for performing the work. 





amendment, as I suppose it does, makes it im- | it previously had been. Advertisements calling | 


for bids for carrying the mail between Louisville 
and St. Louis have been published. Whether 
the time for determining the contract has arrived || 
or not [ do not know, but I understood that last || 
Thursday was the day. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. I ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to state whether or 


that line? 
Mr. GROW. The mails have been carried by | 


that contract was enteredinto. There is no regu- || 


of the mails between these points. But, by a spe- 


for transporting the mails in boats, not carrying | 
freight, was in order to save the time consumed 


(The committee here rose informally; and the | 


received from the Senate, by the hands of Aspury | 
Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
House for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh, with | 
an amendment, in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House. } 

The committee then resumed its session. 

Mr. GREY. If the gentleman will allow me | 
a moment, I wish to make one remark. The gen- 





fore. Sir, I tell the gentleman it was carried by | 
the trip, but it amounted to a nuisance, and it was | 
worse than no mail; and the Congress of this na- 


and let out a contract for,a regular mail by boats, 
to such parties as would give good bond and se- 


liere the hammer fell. ] 
he question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment; and it was notagreed to. 
Mr. PRESTON. | believethat the amendment 
ought to be adopted, and [ shall merely say a few 
words to the House. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not in | 
order, unless he offers an amendment. 
Mr. PRESTON. Then [ move to strike out 
the words ‘‘ authorize and,’’ in the seventh sec- 
tion. I believe this section should beadopted. It 
does simply one thing; it insures a mail between | 
Cairo and New Orleans by sections, or stages— 
Cairo being at the junction of the Ohio and the Mis- 
sissippirivers. It then insuresa mail between Keo- | 








formed in the same way at $279,000, and thus |, 


| in this provision, and I believe it was by unani- 


| struggling to get a mail. 
Hubbard let the last mail contract to Glover & || 


| this: There is no such word in the contract as 


kuk, lowa, and the lower parts of the river. Our | 
mail service on the Mississippi river is in a bad con- | 
dition at the present time. The carrying of the mail | 
between the principal points will soon be done by | 
railroads, but we require a regular mail upon our | 
river for our way mails,and the Postmaster Gen- 
eral is bound to give it. The Senate have put | 


mous consent that it was putin. The gentleman | 
from Mississippi [Mr. Wricur] is correct in ask- | 
ing that we should concur in jt, and not exclude 
it, in conformity with the recommendation of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 
One word more: Forthree years we have been 
Postmaster General | 


Mather, and the trouble with the contract was 


** freight,’’ but there was some such word in the | 
advertisement for the contract. The Postmaster 
General insisted that the advertisement was part 
of the contract. The contractors contended that | 
it was not. 
pay a man for running a line of boats from New | 
Orleans to Louisville, unless they were permitted 











to carry freight. The advertisement was no part | 
| of the contract. «Can gentlemen show me an in- | 
stance where the advertisement enters into any | 
part of the contract? The present Postmaster 

General altered Mr. Hubbard’s contract, and that | 
produced all the difficulty; and in the conflict be- | 
tween the Postmaster General and the contractors, | 
the Postmaster General insisted that they should | 
not carry freight, when every man who knows | 
anything about it knows that $1,000,000 would | 
not pay for running a line of boats to carry the | 


| duced the difficulty; and the result 
| now no mail u 







Why, $1,000,000 a year would not | 
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mail, excluding freight. That interpolation pp, 
is 
“yh . n the river. » that we hare 
ope the House will concur in t 
ment of the Senate, and make it obligatory ant 
Postmaster General to let that contract for ca, . 
ing the mail. I concur with the gentleman ¢.,. 
Se and with the gentleman who © 
sents the Memphis district, [Mr. Srawroy and.) 
believe,every man‘in this House, who represe t 
any portion of the Mississippi river, believes the 
this mail ought to be established by this Hou : 
Mr. ELLIOTT, of Kentucky. Is there any maj 
service in the United States where the carryin - 
freight is prohibited ? e 
Mr. PRESTON. I do not know. 1 canp 
answer thequestion. But, sir, any one who knoy 
anything of the business of Steamboating y 
the Mississippi river, knows that it is impossihj 
to maintain a line of mere passenger boats tn 
The amendment to the Senate amendment was 
disagreed to. 
The question then recurred upon the Sensis 
amendment. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. I demand tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs Srayroy 
Tennessee, and Sewarp, were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers reportg) 


, of 


|| —ayes 89, noes 52. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. MAXWELL. Itwasmy misfortune, wher 
this bill was taken up, to have been called to the 
Senate on business connected with bills in thatbod 
I desire to say now, in justice to myself, that, ¢ 
Key West, a place of three or four thousand jp. 
habitants, and wherean immense commerce passes 


! || annually, there is only a semi-monthly mail, with 
| tion, becoming convinced of that, and seeing the | 


| necessity of other arrangements, passed a law au- 
| thorizing the Posfmaster General to advertise for, | 


the exception of two months of the year. Many 
shipwrecks occur on that coast, and there ought 
to be speedy mail communication with all the 
commercial points of the Union. 

Mr. HIBBARD. We have passed the subject 
to which the gentleman*proposes to speak, and | 


|| object to his proceeding further out of order. 


he CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move that the committe 

do now rise, and report the amendments of the 


|| Senate to the House. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman r- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the amen¢- 
ment of the Senate to the Post Office appropri. 
tion bill, and had directed him to report the same 
back, some with, and others without concurrence. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I demand the previous ques 
tions on the adoption of the amendments. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

The first amendment of the Senate, in which 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union recommended a concurrence, was agreed \0. 

Mr. LILLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was agreed to, and als 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon th 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Second amendment: 

At the end of the bill add the following section : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That hereafter tir 
Postmaster General be authorized and directed to continu 
the mail service between Charleston, Key West, and Hava 
na during August and September, by a competent steamet, 
as it is now being performed during ten months of the yee, 
and that to enable him to do so $10,000 are hereby app 
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwis 
appropriated. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommen! 
a non-concurrence in the amendment. | 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. HIBBARD moved to reconsider the vol 
by which the amendment was rejected, and 4 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; wh! 
latter motion was agreed to. 


Third amendment: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be allowel 
and paid to the the aster of Washington city, oo. 
of Columbia, out of any money in the Treasury not 0 ‘i 
wise appropriated, a commission of one mill per po” 
upon the aggregate weight of public documents prin , 
order of Congress and deposited in the office of said ‘ 
master by mail, the said allowance to commence with 
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 non-concurrence in the amendment. 





1854. ¥ 
July 1, 1853, and to be computed for 
a ear Deg the seanine’ weight for the mouth of 
first 54: and that the said postmaster be required to | 
J poh the said commissions to the clerks and other 
pay out of of his office a sum not exceeding $250 each per | 
emp compensation for the extra labor performed by 
um, the assortment and mailing of said documents, and 
went “hr required to account for and settle with the Post- || 
tbat Oe yepartment for the disbursement of these commis- || 
yfice nd any surplus that may remain, in the same manner || 
in required in the settlement of his other accounts. || 

a 

| 
| 


oe 


TheSPEAKER. The committee recommend 
non-concurrence In the amendment. 

A The amendment was non-concurred in. | 
Fourth amendment: | 
agc.5. And be it further enacted, That the surviving late || 

Tina President of the United States shall have, during his 

+ the same authority to frank letters and other mail 

sani which he possessed whilst in office, and the same 

minority shall belong to the future Vice Presidents, after 

they go out of office. | 
The SPEAKER. The committee recommend || 

, non-concurrence In the amendment. 

" The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 


| 

gic. 5. “And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Cran- | 
sion Laurie a reasonable compensation for performing the 
juties of two clerks in the Post Office Department, not to | 
exceed the half pay of a clerk for the time he was so em- | 
ployed. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend | 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be authorized and directed to establish a mail on | 
ibe Mississippi river from Cairo to New Orleans, and from 
Keokuk, fowa, to Galena, in Illinois; and that he con- 
tract for the same in One line, or in such divisions or sec- 
tions, or both, as may be most compatible with the public 
service; and to facilitate the execution of this section, the 
Postmaster General may make immediate temporary ar- 
rangements for carrying said mail by the trip, andifhe fails 
o obtain acceptable bids, after advertising for thirty days, | 
he may make private contracts for carrying said mail, and | 
the said mail shall be carried daily from Cairo to New | 
Orleans, but the Postmastemeneral is authorized, at his 
discretion, to restrict the delivery of the mail at all other | 
points than Cairo, Memphis, Napoleon, Vicksburg, Nat- 
shez, Baton Rouge, and New Orleans, to three mails aweek | 
each way: Provided, Nothing herein contained shall be so | 
onstrued as to impair the rights of parties heretofore con- | 
tracting for said service. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of 
Whole recommend a concurrence. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Grey and 
RopBins were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 91, noes 36. 

So the sixth amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. BARKSDALE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was agreed to, and 


also to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. | 


| 


the | 
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is House bill No. 8, to repeal the first proviso | 
of the fourth section of the act entitled ** An act 
granting bounty land to certain officers and sol- 
diers who have been engaged in the military ser- 
vice of the United States,’’ approved September | 
28, 1850. 
I ask the House to take up that bill and pass it. 
1 will state to the House, that when we had 
under consideration originally the bill to grant 
bounty lands to officers and soldiers of the Army, 
it was supposed that we should be exceedingly 
ard run for votes; and in order to get the then | 
members of Congress to vote for it, we added a | 
proviso excluding all persons who were then mem- | 
bers of Congress from the benefits of the act. 
There were then about six or seven members who | 
would have been included. 
It is but sheer justice now that we should re- 
peal that proviso. They were gallant men; they 


|| rendered honorable service to the country; and | 


think it but justice to them that we should grant 
them the same privileges which are enjoyed by 


. || Mhers who served with them in the Army. Col- 


onel Bisse reported the bill early in the session, 
and | ask that, in justice to him, the House will 
take up the bill and pass it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
man from Alabama answer me one question ? 

Mr. COBB. I do not know whether | shall be 
able until I hear it. 

Mr. JONES. Will the gentleman tell me by 
what vote the bill, to which he refers, passed the 
House? 

Mr. COBB. I think it passed finally by a very 
heavy vote; but it is nevertheless true, that at one 
time we expected to be very hard run for votes. 
There were men in that House who were opposed 
to every measure that proposed to do justice to 
the old soldiers. 

Mr. JONES. It is the first time I ever heard | 
that the friends of the bill expected to be troubled | 
for votes enough to pass it. 

Mr. COBB. Well, I had more to do with the 
bill than the gentleman had. I introduced it, and | 
it was under my guardianship during the entire | 
time it was pending. It is true, as I said, that | 


'|*when the bill came to a final vote a large majority | 


of the House voted in favor of it. But at an ear- | 
lier portion of the session, the prospects fcr its | 
passage were not by any means flattering. In 

this state of the case the persons then members of | 


| Congress, who had been in the Army, came for- 


ward and offered to sacrifice their own claims to 
justice, in order that justice might be done to 
others. This proviso was accordingly added, ex- | 


cluding them from the benefits of the law; and it | 
is to do justice to these very individuals that I ask | 
the House to pass this bill. I now ask the con- | 
sent of the House to discharge the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill, with a view of | 
putting it upon its passage. 
Mr. ROBBINS. I desire to inquire of the gen- | 





The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Aspury Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, in- | 
forming the House that the Senate had passed the 
following joint resolution: 
_ Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) | 
That the time fixed by the resolution of the first of July for | 
the adjournment of the present session of Congress be, and | 
the same hereby is, extended to Monday, the 7th instant, | 
il twelve o'clock, m. } 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which thereupon received the 
signature of the Speaker: 

An act for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; and 

An act to establish certain post roads. 


BOUNTY LAND FOR OFFICERS, ETC. 
Mr. COBB. I desire.to do an act for the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, (Mr. Bissext,)] which he 


has not had an opportunity of doing for himself, | 
but which ought to be done, and which I hope | 





the House will give me their assistance in doing | 


how. 


By referring to the Calendar in the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, it will be 


seen that the first bill in order, and the first we | 


should consider if we were to go into committee, 


|| charged from the turther consideration of the bill. | 


tleman from Alabama whether the bill proposes | 
to repeal the whole law to which he refers? 
Mr. COBB. No, sir; only the 


gress from its benefits. 
There was no objection; and the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union was dis- 


Mr. COBB. I move to put the bill upon its | 


roviso that |! 
excludes those who were then members of Con- || 
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it as an amendment to a private bill. ! now pro- 
pose that we take up and pass the resolution of 
the Senate for the suspension of those rules. 

Mr. COBB. I endeceiind that before, when 
that resolution was proposed to be taken up, the 
gentleman himself objected. I have no objection 
to its now being taken up and passed. 

Mr. HAVEN. I object. 

Mr. JONES. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose | have indicated. 

Mr. SAGE. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smira, of 
Virginia, and Grey, were appointed. 

he question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 90, noes 42. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the pre- 
vious question upon the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


re 


|| main question was ordered to be put. 


The question was then taken; and the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills, which thereupon received the signature of 


| the Speaker: 


An act to authorize the State of Wisconsin to 
select the residue of the lands to which she is en- 
titled, under the act of the 8th of August, 1846, to 
aid in the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 


'| rivers; 


An act authorizing the extension of the Alexan- 
dria and Washington railroad into the District of 
Columbia, and conferring certain privileges on the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company; 

An act to incorporate the National Hotel Com- 
pany of Washington city; " 

An act to constitute Cairo, in the State of Illi- 
nois, a port of delivery; 

An act authorizing the State of Illinois to select 
the residue of the lands to which she is entitled, 
under the act of the 2d of March, 1827, granting 
land to aid that State in opening a canal to connect 
the waters of the Illinois river with those of Lake 

| Michigan; 

An act to vest in the several States and Terri- 
tories the title in fee of the lands which have been 
or may be certified therein; 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Culver; 

An act to amend the provisions of the fifty-sixth 
section of the act entitled ‘* An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,’’ 
approved the 2d of March, 1799; and 

An act constituting San Pedro, in the State of 
California, a port of entry and delivery. 

Mr. LETCHER obtained the floor. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I ask my colleague to 
yield the floora few moments, to enable me to 
make a brief explanation due to an absent friend 
and member of this House. The gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Coss,] in referring to a bill which 

| passed a few moments since, designated it as ** Col- 
onel Bissexu’s bill.’’ It is true, Colonel Brsseii 
reported the bill fromahe Committee on Military 
Affairs, and is one of the gallant officers of our 
| Mexican army who will receive a land bounty 
by virtue of its provisions. Yet it is due to that 
distinguished gentleman to sny, that the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs acted upon the subject in 





passage. 
The bill was read in extenso. 
It was then ordered to be engrossed and read a | 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULES. 


|| joint rules be suspended, so that the bill may 


go to the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senate sent us 
a resolution suspending the 16th and 17th joint 
rules for the remainder of the session; but we have, 
so far, refused to take it up for action. Then we 
suspended those rules in order to send that bod 
the bill to repeal the Minnesota land bill; but it 
refused to suspend the rules, and the bill was 
returned to us. 

A Memser. But they passed it. 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; they did a bill on 
the same subject, but not the bill which we sent 
from here. They took a copy of it, and moved 





Mr. COBB. I move that the 16th and 17th | 


pursuance of a resolution adopted by this eer 
that Colonel Bissert took no part in the delib- 
erations or action of the committee upon that bill; 
and, I think, it was on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Howe] that he was 
instructed to report the bill to this Hcuse. I have 
deemed this brief explanation due to the character 
of that gentleman. 
|. Mr. HOWE. The gentleman from Virginia 
has correctly stated the facts in connection with 
this bill. Colonel Bisser. behaved with remark- 
|| able delicacy in the matter. Knowing that, under 
|| the provisions of the bill, he would be entitled to 
bounty, asa recipient of the favors granted by 
the bill, he declined acting on the matter in the 
committee; and it was upon my motion that he 
|, was directed to report the bill to the House. 


REPEAL OF MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 
Mr. LETCHER. Is there a bill upon the 
table for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair under- 
|| stands that there is such a bill on the table. 


( 
B-; 
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Mr. LETCHER. Then I shall do what I have 
not done here for some three years—move to take 
up a private bill for consideration. 

Mr. PHELPS. | desire to return my thanks 
to the gentleman from Virginia for calling up a 
bill for the relief of one of my constituents. [A 
laugh.) I desire to have it passed, 

Mr. ORR. I should like to have the bill read 
before unanimous consent is given—the entire 
bill, with amendments. 

Mr. WALSH. I shall do what I very seldom 
do; that is, object. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I move to suspend 
the rules, in order to enable me to submit a mo- 
tion to take up the bill. 

The bill, which was read through, simply pro- | 
vides for the payment of a pension to the indi- | I will suggest that if they will consent to extend 
vidual named therein. || the session until ten o’clock on Monday morning, 

The Senate amendment, which was also read, | we can then dispose of that bill before we adjourn. 
was as follows: {Cries of ** Order!’’ ‘* Order!’’} 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the bill entitled Mr. HOUSTON, I desire to make a proposi- 
« An act to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the construc- 
tion of a railroad therein,’? which passed the House of 
Representatives on the 20th of June, 1854, and which was 
approved by the President of the United States on the 29th 
of June, 1854, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

The question being on the motion to suspend 
the rules, 

Mr. COOK demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were, | 
on a division—ayes 101, noes 26. 

So the rules were suspended, two thirds voting | 
in favor thereof. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move the pre- 
vious question on the adoption of the amend- || 
ment. 

‘The pravious question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question being first upon the Senate amend- 


_ late period of the session, it will not be possible to | 
consider it; and I, with a view of placing it in a 


of the House to offer the following resolution, to 
which I hope there will not be a dissenting voice: 
Resolved, That House bill No. 37, with the Senate amend- 


ments thereto, be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and made the special order for 


until disposed of. 


Mr. BRIDGES. Iobject. ~- 

Mr. DAWSON. 1 move to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of enabling me to offer the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the House willallow me, 


been conflicting with each other for the last tw® 
days. 
{Renewed and prolonged cries of ‘*Order!”’] | 
The question was then taken upon Mr. Daw- 
son’s motion; and (two thirds not voting in the 
affirmative) the rules were not suspended. 


[Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicxiys, Esq., their Secretary, notfy- 
ing the House that that body insisted on its amend- 
ments to the Post Office appropriation bill, and | 
asked a committee of conference on the disagree- | 
ing votes between the two Houses. | 


I now move to take up the 


move that a committee of conference be appointed 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the Post 
Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I object, 
and shall object until the river and harbor bill is 
referred. 

LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 
* 


Mr. PRESTON. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to take up and put on its 


ment, 

Mr. HENN said: I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. I want to find outif there are any rail- 
road men in the House. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. \| 

The motion to lay the bill and amendment | 
upon the table was not agreed to. 

The Senate amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. There is an amendment in | 
the title to make it conform to the bill. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Add at the end of the title the words “and to repeal the 
act to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the construction of 


a railroad therein,’ so that the bill, as amended, would 
read: 


An act for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh, and to repeal 
the act to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the construc- 
tion of a railroad therein. 


The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. LETCHER moved to reconsider the vote || 
by which the amendments of the Senate were 
concurred in, and also moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON obtaineg the floor. , 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- || NOt argue the question. 
man from Kentucky to give way for a moment, || nays on my motion. 
to allow me to ask the consent of the House to The yeas and nays were ordered. 
take up the resolution from the Senate extending | 
the session until Monday next. Itis evident that 
we cannot dispose of all the business before us | 
before twelve o’clock to-morrow. I hope the 
House will pass that resolution, and then adjourn 
for the night. : 

Mr. PRESTON. I cannot give way for that 


taking charge of the Louisville and Portland canal, 


repair.”’ 


that any gentleman will object. 


canal should be taken in charge. 
Mr. ENGLISH. I object. 
Mr. PRESTON. Then 1 move that the rules 


The same provision is made in the river and har- 


ence that in this there is no appropriation. 





the negative—yeas 91, nays 52, as follows: 


well, Clark, Cox, Cullom, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, 
De Witt, Dick, Dunbar, Dunham, Edgerton, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Everhart, Fenton, Flagler, Flor- 
ence, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Aaron 


purpose, | Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hill, | 
| Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Roland Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Knox, | 
HOMESTEAD BILL, || Lindsley, McDougall, Maurice, Nichols, Norton, Andrew | 

Mr. DAWSON. I ask the gentleman to give | Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Preston, Prin- 


way to me for a moment. 

Mr. PRESTON. For what purpose? 

Mr. DAWSON. »To enable me to move to 
postpone the further consideration of the home- 
stead bill until the next session of Congress. 

Mr. PRESTON. I will yield to the gentleman | 
for that perpen, 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Speaker, I have made | 
several ineffectual attempts to bring to the consider- | 
ation of the House the hémestead bill, as amended | 
by the Senate. Had I succeeded in getting it be- | 


gle, Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Russell, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Shower, Simmons, Gerrit Smith; William 
Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexan- 


Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—91. , 
NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David 


Chamberlain, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, Dowdell, Eastman, 
Edmundson, English, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Sampson 
W. Harris, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kittredge, 


fore the House, I should have moved an amend- | 
ment that would have restored fully the homestead |; 
feature of that bill. It is now evident that, at this | 


Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Rowe, Ruffin, Shaw, Singleton, 
Skelton, cna W. Smyth, Stratton, John J. Taylor, Vail, 
Vansant, Walbridge, Walsh, and Wells—52. 
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the third Tuesday in December next, and from day to day || 


|| for that 


tion to all parties in the House whose bills have | 


Mr. PRESTON obtained the floor, but yielded | 
to 
Mr. HIBBARD. If there be no objection, I | 


to meet the one appointed by the Senate, on the | 


passage Senate bill (No. 434) ‘to provide for | 


and to prevent the same from falling into bad | 
I will state its features, and, if allowed 

to do so, I do not think, when I have concluded, || 
The President | 
has recommended that the Louisville and Portland | 


be suspended for the purpose I have indicated. | 
bor bill as is made in this bill, but with the differ- || 


Mr. ENGLISH. As I understand, it is not | 
in the river and harbor bill exactly as it is in this | 


one. | 
Mr. PRESTON. I think that it is; but I will 
I demand the yeas and | 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


Y EAS—Messrs. Appleton, Bennett, Benson, Bliss,Breck- | 
inridge, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Church- | 


der H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, | 
David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurs-| 
ton, Tweed, Upham, Wade, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, || 
Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, | 


J. Bailey, Barksdale, Bocock, Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, | 


Kurtz. Lamb, Lilly, McNair, Macy, Maxwell, Smith Mil- | 
ler, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Orr, Packer, John Perkins, || 
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So the rules were not suspended; t ae 
voting in the affirmative. ¥ Swe thirds ng 


CAPTAIN DUNCAN N. INGRAHAM, 


Mr. ORR. I ask the unanimous consen; 0 
_ House to take up House resolution (No 7 
| thanks of Congress and presentation of a med 
| Captain Duncan N. Ingraham,” returned f ” 
| the Senate with amendments. na 
Mr. DUNHAM, (in his seat.) I object, 
Mr. ORR. I move that the rules be Suspended 
urpose. 
Mr. HENN. Ido not believe that a gentle 
has the right to object unless he rises in hig oom 
and makes it. Place 

Mr. DUNHAM. Well,I rise in my place and 
object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would inquire of the gen 
tleman from South Carolina whether, if the rules 
be suspended in this case, the gentleman will s),. 
port a motion for a suspension of the rules i, 
order that the Committee of tha. Whole op the 
state of the Union be discharged from the furth. 
_ consideration of a bill relating to the conferr 


’ position where we can amend it and bring it to a | 
final vote at the earliest moment, ask the consent | 


f the 


) “of 


| the title of lieutenant general? .If not, I abe” 
Mr. ORR. I ask for the yeas and nays Upon 


| the motion to suspend the rules. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I| withdraw my objec. 
| tion. 

Mr. ORR. As the objection is withdrawn, | 
call for tellers. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a privileged ques. 
| tion. The Senate have sent down the Post Offic, 
appropriation bill, informing us that they insis, 
upon their amendments disagreed to by the House, 
I move that we insist upon our disagreement, and 
that a committee of conference be appointed Upon 
the part of the House, to meet a like committee op 
the part of the Senate, upon the disagreeing vote 
of the two Houses. 

The SPEAKER pro @mpore, (Mr. Jones, of 
| Tennessee, in the chair.) The Chair does no 
consider that a privileged question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Speaker so ruled to. 


day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair js 
aware that it has been ruled to be a privileged 
|| motion for a committee of conference to reports 
any time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And also to ask for a con- 
mittee of conference. The Speaker so ruled in 
regard to the civil and diplomatic bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
informed that the Speaker so ruled this morning 
| in relation to a committee of conference upon the 
| civil and diplomatic bill, and will entertain the 
gentleman’s motion. 
|| The question was then taken; and Mr. Ho- 
BARD’s motion was agreed to. 
| Mr. HAVEN. 1 move to disagree to the 
| amendments of the Senate upon the river and 
harbor bill, and ask for a committee of conference. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There areament- 
ments to the river and harbor bill which have 
| never been before the House, and if taken up un- 
'| der the rules and practice of the House, they 
| would have to goto the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to disagree to the 
amendments of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This morning 
committee of conference was asked for upon the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to 
the Post Office appropriation bill. In that case, 
| it will be recollected that the Senate amendments 
to the Post Office bill were considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
were reported to the House, and that the House 
took action upon them. They have since been 
sent to the Senate, and the Senate insist upo! 
their amendments disagreed to by the House, and 
| ask fora ecnisnaah alana. The gentle 
| man from New Hampshire (Mr. Hussar) ask 
that the message asking for a committee of con- 
ference might be taken up and agreed to, which 
was done; and in that condition of things It was 
ruled to be a privileged motion. The river #0 
harbor bill, as the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Haven] sees, is not in that condition, 

Mr. ORR. That bill is not before the House, 
but is upon the Speaker’s table. 
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1854. 
CAPTAIN INGRAHAM——AGAIN,. 
The question recurred on Mr. Orr’s motion to 
end the rules, for the purpose of taking up the 
corr resolution of thanks of Congress and pre- 
‘ation of a medal to Captain Duncan N. Ingra- 
sentat 


a WALSH demanded the yeas and nays. 
Mr, ORR called for tellers on the yeas and 

mFeilers were ordered; and Messrs. Waker, 
od Haran, of Indiana, were appointed. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 


ayes thirty-three; (more than one fifth of the mem- | 


bers present.) 
So the yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas | 


199, nays 34; as follows: 

. VE 4s—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
{poleton, David J. Bailey, Banks, Barry, Belcher, Ben- 
an Benson, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, 


Campbell, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, Churci well, | 


riark, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
nawson, De Witt, Dick, Dowdell, Dunbar, Edgerton, Ed- 
mands, Edmundson, Ellison, | English, Fenton, Florence, 
Gamble, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, An- 


jrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, | 
Hunt, Ingersoll, | 


Haven, Hendricks, Houston, Hughes, 
johason, Daniel T. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 


Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lindsley, Mc- | 
ongall, McNair, McQueen, Macy, May, Smith Miller, | 
Murray, Nichols, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, | 
jonn Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, | 

Russell, Sage, Sapp, Shaw, Singleton, | 


nowe, Ruffin, : 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. 


stevens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. | 


Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vansant, 
Walker, Walley, Etlihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Hen- 
drick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—109. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Caruthers, Cullom, Dun- | 
ham, Farley, Franklin, Giddings, Goode, Aaron Harlan, 


Harrison, Hibbard, Hill, George W. Jones, Kerr, Mac- 
donald, MeMullin, Maxwell, Millson, Morrison, Norton, 
Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Puryear, Reese, 
Riddle, Sabin, Simmons, William Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Stratton, John L. Taylor, Wade, and Walsh—34. 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the | 
rules were suspended, and joint resolution No. 7 | 


was taken from the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. ORR. I now ask that the Senate’s amend- 
ments may be reported. 


The Clerk reported the amendments, as follows: | 


First amendment: 
Strike out the first section. 


Second amendment: 
Strike out the third section. 


Third amendment: 


Amend the second section by striking out all of that sec- 
tion after the word £*to,”’ in line thirteen, and insert in lieu 
thereof the words following: 

Commander Duncan N. Ingraham, of the Navy of the 
United States, as a testimonial of the high sense entertained 


by Congress of his gallant and judicious conduct on the | 
2d July, 1853, in extending protection to Martin Kozsta, by | 


rescuing him from illegal seizure and imprisonment on 
board the Austrian war brig Hussar. 


Mr. ORR. The change that was made by the | 
Senate in the resolution adopted by the House, | 
| YEAS—Measrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Banks, Bennett, 
of the thanks of Congress, which were provided | 


was to vote a medal to Captain Ingraham in lieu 


by the resolution. On examination it was found 


that the House proposed to pay to Captain Ingra- | 
ham a more distinguished compliment than had | 


ever been paid, I believe, to any other of our naval 
officers. 


all his peers. 
meets entirely the views of the House. 


ate’s amendments. 


mand of the previous question, 
Mr. ORR demanded tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Srravs and 


Rowsins were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 


—ayes 80, noes 40. 
So the previous question was seconded. 


‘The main question was then ordered to be put. | 
The amendments of the Senate were then con- 


curred in. 


The Senate also proposed to amend the title so 
as to make it read, ‘“‘a resolution directing the | 
presentation of a medal to Commander Duncan N. | 


ngraham.’? 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. DICK obtained the floor. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 


ask the House to take up a joint resolution. 


THE CONG 


| 


he friends of Captain Ingraham did | 
not desire that he should be distinguished above 
The Senate resolution, I think, 
I hope, | 
therefore, that the House will concur in the Sen- 
I ask the previous question. | 
The question being on the seconding the de- 


I ask the gentleman to 
yield me the floor for a moment, to enable me to 


PIONEER MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 
Mr. DICK. I wish to occupy the time of the 
House only fora moment myself, and then the 
gentleman may have the floor. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House from the further con- 
sideration of Senate bill (No. 49) ‘ to incorporate 
the Pioneer Manufacturing Company, of George- 
town.”’ 
| Mr. WALSH. Is it the gentleman’s intention 
| to put the bill upon its passage ? 
Mr. DICK. Yes, sir. 
Mr. WALSH. Then I object. 
|| _Mr. DICK. I move to suspend the rules for 
| that purpose. 
| The question was taken; and (two thirds having 
|, voted in the affimative) the rules were susjiended. 
'| Mr. DICK. I now submit the motion that the 
|| Committee of the Whole be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill I have indicated. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and it was accordingly read the third time and 
|, passed. 

Mr. DICK. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and that that motion 
be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TITLE OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 

Mr. KERR. | ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the further 
consideration of Senate bill (No. 4) ** authorizing 
|, the President to confer the utle of lieutenant gen- 

eral by brevet for eminent services. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Before that question is 
taken, I desire to make a suggestion to the gen- 
man from North Carolina. 

“ Mr. WALSH. I object to the suggestion. 
| Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Speaker, have I not 
the right to make a suggestion ? 
| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman cannot oc- 
cupy the floor unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr 
| 


. KERR. Is there objection to the propo- 
sition which I have submitted, Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. WALSH. Yes, sir; 1 object to it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I would suggest to the 
gentleman from North Carolina to move a sus- 
pension of the rules, for the purpose of taking up 
the resolution of the Senate extending the session. 
When that is disposed of, we can act on the reso- 
lution which he has indicated. 

Mr. KERR. I cannot yield to any gentleman, 
or for any motion, as objection has been made. 
I move to suspend the rules for the purpose | 
have named. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I demand the yeas and 


mee 
he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 71, nays 82; as follows: 


| Benson, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, 
| Clingman, Cook, Cullom, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Ed- 
mands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Fenton, 

Fiagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Greenwood, Grey, Aaron 
|, Harlan, Haven, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, 
Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Latham, McCulloch, McDougall, Mat- 

teson, May, Morgan, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, 
|, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, 


Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Straub, John 
Wade, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 


Tappan Wentworth, and Zollicoffer—71. 
NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Barry, 


Davis, Dowdell, Eastman, Edgerton, Ellison, English, Far 


| Daniel B. Wright, and HendrickB. Wright—82. 


thirds not voting in the affirmative. 


called they would have voted in the negative. 
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Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Simmons, William R. Smith, 


L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, 


Belcher, Bell, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Caskie, 
Chamberlain, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Craige, Thomas 


ley, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Green, Grow, Samp- 
| son W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, John- 
|| son, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, | 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, 
|| Maedonald, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Macy, Max- 
well, Smith Miller, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, 
Olds, Orr, Packer, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, 
Riddie, Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, 
Skelton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David 
Stuart, Johu J. Taylor, Walker, Walsh, John Wentworth, 


So the House refused to suspend the rules, two 
|| Pending the above vote, Messrs. Mituson, 
| Davis, of Indiana, and Barxspa.e, stated that, 
had they been present when their names were 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan, said: Mr. Speak- 


ier, | voted **aye,”’ but I changed my vote to 
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**no;”’ because I believe that the bill carries with 
it an annuity of $20,000. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the naval appro- 
priation bill be taken from the table for reference. 

Mr. HAVEN. I object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Let the gentleman em- 
brace the river and harbor bill in his motion, and 
it will be agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to suspend the rules 
to take up, and refer the general appropriation bill 
which I have indicated. 

Mr. MATTESON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HAVEN. I am as desirous as the gentle- 
man from Missouri can be, to have all the general 
appropriation bills disposed of; and I am sure 
that if he will include the river and harbor bill, 
his motion will be carried unanimously. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
101, nays 56; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bell, Bo- 
cock, Boyce, Bridges, Caskie, Chamberlain, Churchwell, 
Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dick, Dowdell, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, 
Ellison, English, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, 
Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, 
Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Houston, Hughes, Johnson, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kid- 
well, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, 
Macdonald, McDougall, MeMullin, McNair, McQueen, 
Macy, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, 
Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Puillips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, 
Ruffin, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, 
William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Richaid H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor 
L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Swart, David Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, ‘Thurston, Trout, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, 

|| Walsh, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—101. 

NAYS—Mesers. Bennett, Benson, Bugg, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Cook, Cullom, Thomas Davis, De Witt, 
Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Everbart, Farley, Fenton, 
Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Haven, 
Henn, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Lindsley, MeCul- 
loch, Matteson, Maurice, Morgan, Noble, Parker, Pen- 
nington, Preston, Pringle, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Simmons, John L. Taylor, 
Upham, Wade, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
and Zollicoffer—56. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I ask leave to make a report 
from the committee of conference appointed by 
the two Houses on the disagreeing votes on the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The report was submitted, and read by the 
Clerk, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
\| the two Houses on this bill (H. R. No. 48) ** making™ppro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment for the year ending 30th June, 1855, and for other 
purposes,”’ having met, after full and free conference, have 
| agreed to recommend, and do recommend to their respective 
Houses as follows: 
| That the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the forty-fourth, fifty seventh, 
seventy fifth, eighty third, one hundred and fifth, one hun- 
dred aud twenty-eighth, one hundred and fifty. first, one 
hundred and sixty-eight, and one hundred and seventy- fifth 
| amendments of the Senate. 

‘That the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the one hundred and twenty- 
second amendment of the Senate with amendments, as fol- 
lows: Strike out the words “ created a consul with,” in 
lines one and two of Senate amendment, and in lieu thereof 
insert the word 4‘ allowed,” and after the word ‘‘ annum’’ 
in line three of said amendment insert the words “ and 

i the.*? 

| That the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 

| House of Representatives to the one hundred and forty-fifth 
amendment of the Senate, with an amendment, as follows : 
Add at the end of the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the said Senate amend:nent, the words ‘* For 

' repair and renewal of the gas-pipes through the Capitol, 
$3,500." 

That the Senate do concur in the amendment of the 

| House of Representatives to the one bundred and sixty sec- 
ond amendment of the Senate, with the amendments as fol- 
lows: after the words ‘in the,” in line twenty four of the 

| amendment of the House of Representatives to said Sen- 
ate amendment, insert the words, “ First Auditor’s office, 

| in addition to the present number, two clerks of class one ; 
in the,” and after the word “four,” in line thirty of said 
amendment, insert “ and that the Secretary of State be al- 
lowed, in addition to his present number of clerks, two at 
an annual salary of $1,200 each, one at an annual salary of 
$1,400, and one at an annual salary of $1,600.” — 

That the Senate do recede from its eleventh, thirteenth, 
fourteenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, twenty- 

| first, twenty-second, twenty-fourth, twenty fifth, twenty- 
eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-first, thirty second, 
thirty-seventh, thirty-ninth, forty. fifth, forty-sixth, forty- 

| seventh, forty-eighth, forty-ninth, fifweth, filly first, fifty 


I demand the yeas and 
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second, fifty-third, filly filth, fity-ninth, sixtieth, sixty-frst, 
sixty second, sixty-third, sixty-fourth, sixty-sixth, sixty- | 
eighth, sixty-ninth, seventieth, seventy-first, eightieth, | 
eighty firet, eighty-fourth, eighty-fifth, eighty-sixth, eighty- | 
seventh, eighty ninth, ninetieth, ninety-ninth, one hundred 
and third, one handred and sixth, one hundred and tenth, 
one hundred and seventeenth, one hundred and eighteenth, 
one hundred and nineteenth, one hundred and twenty-first, 
one bundred and twenty-third, one hundred and twenty- 
ninth, one hundred and forty-second, one hundred and 
forty-eighth, one hundred and fifty third, one hundred and 
sixty-third, one hundred and sixty-sixth, one hundred and 
sixty-ninth, one hundred and seventieth, one hundred and 
seventy-first, one hundred and seventy-second, one hun 
dred and seventy-third, one hundred and seventy-fourth, 
one hundred and seventy-sixth, one hundred and seventy- 
eighth, one hundred and seventy-ninth, one hundred and 
eightieth, one hundred and eighty first, one hundred and 
eighty-second, one hundred and eighty-fourth, one hundred 
and eighty-fifth, one hundred and eighty-sixth, and one 
hundred and eighty-seventh amendments. 

Thatthe Senate do recede from its twenty-third amend- 
ment, and concur in the original item, with an amendment, 
as follows: Strike out ‘* 36,9,” in line twenty-four, page 
seven Of the bill, and in lieu thereof insert ‘‘ 41,7.” 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the forty-second, one hundred and second, 
one hundred and fifteenth, one hundred and fifty-sixth, one 
hundred and fifty-eighth, one hundred and sixty-first, and 
one hundred and sixty-fitth amendments of the Senate, and 
agree thereto. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the ninety-seventh amendment of the Sen- 
ate, and agree thereto, with an amendment, as follows : 
Strike out all of the Senate amendment, and in lieu thereof 
insert: ‘* For extinguishment of private claims to the pos- 
session of the whole or any part of the custom-house lotin 
San Francisco, $10,000." 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the one hundred and forty-seventh amend- 
mentof the Senate, and agree thereto, with an amendment, 
as follows: Strike out all after the word “ provided,” in 


line eight, to and including the word * direction,” in line || «« $600 per annum,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
1 


eighteen, on page fifty-eight of the original bill, and in lieu 
thereof insert ‘ that any officer of the Army or Navy who 
has been, or may be appointed hereafter, to disburse the 
money which is now, or may hereafter be, appropriated for 
the erection, alteration, or repair of any of the edifices, | 
structures, or works for which appropriations are made in 
this act shall be subject to all the pains, penalties, and lia- 
bilities contained in the provisions of the act entitled ‘ An 
act to provide for the better organization of the Treasury, 
and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue,’ approved August 6, 1846.”’ 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the one hundred and forty-ninth amend- 
ment of the Senate, and agree thereto, with anamendment, | 
as follows: In line two of said amendment strike out ** 75” 
and in Jieu thereof insert © 15.” 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its | 
disagreement to the one hundred and sixty-fuurth amend. | 
ment of the Senate, and agree thereto, with an amendment, 
as follows: Strike outall after the word “ enacted,” in line 
one of said amendment, to the end thereof, and in lien in- | 
sert that the Librarian of Congress shall receive $1,800, 
the Assistant Librarians $1,500 each, and the messenger 
$1,200 per annum, and the money is hereby appropriated 
to pay the same.’’ 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the one hundred and seventy-seventh 
amendment of the Senate, and agree thereto, wigh an amend- 
nent, as follows: Add at the end thereof the words “‘ Pro- 
vided, That the said sum shall be in fullof allcompensation | 
to be received by said chaplains.” 

That the House of Representatives do recede from ita 
amendment to the one hundred and eighty-eighth amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the thirty-third amendment of the Senate, 
and the Senate concur in the amendment of the House of 
Representatives to the thirty-fourth amendment of the 
Senate. R. M. T. HUNTER, 

J. D. BRIGHT, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
GEO. 8. HOUSTON, 
S. G. HAVEN 
THOS. A. HENDRICKS, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

Pending the reading of the report, | 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to dispense with | 
the further reading of the report, as it gives us no | 
information. If the gentleman explain it as he | 
goes along it will save time. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| 
j 
Mr. HOUSTON. It would be very difficult for | 


me to explain all the amendments that were acted | 
on in the committee of conference, as there were | 
over one hundred amendments acted on by the 
conferees. There were, Mr. Speaker, one hun- 
dred and five amendments in issue between the | 
two Houses, which were submitted to the confer- 
ees on this bill; and the action of the committee | 
is as follows: The Senate recede from seventy- | 
eight of their amendments. The Senate concur | 


in the amendments of the House to ten more of || United States that may be thereon during 


their amendments. The Senate concur in the 
amendments of the House to three of the Senate 
amendments with amendments. The House re- 
cede from nine amendments; and recede from dis- 


| amendments as | pass over them. I suppose the 
| six are not so important. The first amendmc itt, 
from a disagreement to which the House recedes, 
| is the one hundred and second. This isthe House 
| provision: 
| For the annual repairs and fixtures of custom-houses 
| of the United States $30,501 59, and for alterations and re- 
pairs of the custom-house at Baltimore heretofore made, 
and for rent of rooms during the repairs of said building, 
| such sum as may by the Secretary of the Treasury be 
deemed reasonable and proper of said amount, not to ex- 
| ceed $5,501 59. 
| The Senate amended that by increasing the sum 
to $43,001 59. The evidence submitted to the 
Senate, and which came before the committee of 
conference from the Secretary of Treasury, satis- 
fied the committee that a custom-house—I believe 
| it was the one inSalem, Massachusetts—required 


| repairs, and the Secretary had omitted it in making ~ 


out his estimates. He asked that the ea 
tion should be increased to $43,000. 

| mittee, therefore, have recommended aconcurrence 
in that amendment. 

The next amendment, from a disagreement, to 
| which the committee recommend the House to 
recede, is the one hundred and fifteenth. 

The clause, as it went from the House, I will 
read: 

For salaries of fifteen keepers and twelve assistants, at 
| an average not exceeding 9600 per annum, $16,200. 

That refers to the keepers and assistants of the 

light-house upon the California and Pacific coast. 
| The Senate amended that clause by striking out 


| ** $800 per annum,’’ and then altering the amount 
appropriated, so as to make it correspond. 
| their amendment the salaries of those light-house 
| keepers and their assistants, will be $800 per an- 
| num instead of $600. We agree to their amend- 


; ment. 
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‘| Mr. HOUSTON. 1 will pick out the nine 


e com- | 


By | 


The next amendment, from a disagreement to | 
| which the committee recommend the House to | 
, recede, is the one hundred and fiftieth, as follows: 


For completing the improvement of Pennsylvania avenue 
west of Seventeenth street, $9,000. 
That is the portion of the avenue west of the 
| War Department, and extending to Georgetown. 
In the estimation of the committee, it was thought 
| proper to recede from our disagreement to that 
| amendment. 


| The next amendment is on page eighty, and is 
numbered one hundred and fifty-five. It reads as 
follows: 

For grading done by order of Ignatius Mudd, late Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, in reservation number sev- 


| enteen, between Third street east and New Jersey avenue, 
| $484 89. 


} 


The committee found this money was due, and, | 


| 
| therefore, determined to pay it. . 


The next amendment is on page eighty-five, and 
is numbered one hundred and sixty-one. 

| Senate propose to insert the following: 
| See. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 


| the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to cause to be constructed the following buildings : 


|| At New Orleans, Louisiana, a marine hospital, to cost 


| not more than $24,800 ; and when said hospital shall have 
been completed, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause 
the old hospital at New Orleans to be sold, and the proceeds 
thereof to be placed in the Treasury of the United States. 

At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital, to cost not more 
than $75,000. 


| than $20,000. 

At Burlington, in the State of lowa, a marine hospital, 
to cost not more than $15,000. 

Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That the several sums 
mentioned in the preceding section as the cost of the build- 
ings therein authorized to be constructed, together with ten 
per cent. thereon to cover the compensation of architects, 
superintendents, advertising, and other contingent ex- 
| penses, and so much as may be required to purchase suit- 
able sites for said buildings, be, and the same are hereby, 
| appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of any money 

in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : vided, 
That no money hereby appropriated shall be used or ap- 
plied for the purposes mentioned until a valid title to the 
land for the site of such building, in each case, shall be 
vested in the United States, and until the State shall also 
duly release and relinquish to the United States the right 
to tax or in any way assess said site or the penny of the 

e time that the 
United States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 


This amendment was really concurred in by the 
House; but, owing to a mistake in the numbering, 
it was reported by the Clerk as non-concurred in. 





agreement to five of the Senate amendments with || The committee have, therefore, reported that it be 


amendments. 


A Memper. What are these? 


retained. 


The | 


At Pensacola, Florida, a marine hospital, to cost not more | 





The next amendment is upon page ninety-one, | 






- 
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and numbered one hundred and sixty-five Th 
Senste propose to insert the following: = * 
Sec. —. And be it furth t 
of the Exploring Sagcétaes ore’ in oe tome 
placed under the care and management of the Com 
sioner of Patents, who is hereby authorized to employ. 
principal keeper of said collections, at an annual oak, pe 
3900, one assistant keeper at an annual salary of 8750" of 
night watchman at an annual salary of $600, and two le 
borers at an annual salary each of 365. . 
Upon examination of that amendment 
Pearce, of the Senate committee, ' 
ber of the Joint Committee on the Library, assure, 
us that these officers are now kept up and paid t, 
have charge of this collection. The object of ¢) 
amendment is only to relieve the Joint Committe. 
on the Library from their responsibility concern. 
ing the matter. There is, I believe, an increase 
of one messenger, besides which it will cos no 
more money than under the present arrangemen 
|The committee, therefore, report in favor of the 
House receding from its disagreement. 

These are alf the amendments from which th 
| House recedes from its disagreement to the Sen. 
, ate amendments. ‘There are five others, howeve, 

from which the House recede with amendments 
| The first of that class is on page seventy-eight, of 
the printed bill, and is as follows: 


For completing the bridge over the Potomac river, neq; 
the Little Falls, $75,000. 
| The Senate committee agreed to strike out the 
'*€ $75,000’ and to insert ‘* $15,000,’’ which re. 

leases us from all responsibility in the matter, 

The next of that class is on page ninty-one 
numbered one hundred and sixty-four. It reads: 

Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
| the 30th of June, 1855, the pay of the librarian of Congress 

shall be $2,000, the pay of the two principal assistants 
each $1,800, and that of the third assistant $1,200, and that 
of the messenger, $1,200 per annum. 

We have agreed to that amendment by amend. 
ing it so as to increase the salary of the librarian 
of the congressional library from $1,500 to $1,800 
per annum, that of his assistants to $1,500, and 
of the messenger to $1,200. This will put them 
about upon a par with the other employees about 
the Capitol. I believe they are the worst paid 
officers in our employ. 

The one hundred and seventy-seventh amend- 
ment is in-the same category. It is the amend- 
ment proposing an increase of the compensation 
to the chaplains. The Senate receded from that 
amendment; but before the conclusion of our con- 
ference, we learned that the House had passed « 
resolution giving the chaplain of the House an 
amount of money which would make his pay 
equal to that proposed by the amendment. We 
were then core to on the part of the Senate. 
We were told that by a law which governed them 
they.could not vote out of the contingent fund 
anything to increase the compensation of the 
chaplain of the Senate. We then agreed to re- 
consider, and to put both chaplains on an equal 
footing. However, we attached the following 
proviso, to prevent any misunderstanding in rela- 
tion to the action of the House: 

Provided, That the said sum shall be in full for the com 
pensation to be received by said chaplains. 

Mr. HUGHES. Whatis the amount? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Seven hundred and fifty 
dollars. The chaplains have heretofore received 
by law $500 each, as salary; but at the termina- 
tion of every session they have had the usual 
extra compensation of $250 each allowed them. 
So regularly had they received it, that they regarded 
it as apartof their salary. That terminates these 
amendments. Now, if the committee desire fur- 
ther explanation 

[Cries of ‘* No! you have done well, and de- 
serve the thanks of the House.’’] A 

Mr. COBB. What has become of the water- 
works? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Senate have receded 
from them. 

Cries of ‘* Question!” “ Question !’’} 
he question was taken; and the report of the 
committee of conference was adopted. 

Mr. ORR. 1 move to reconsider the vote by 
which that report was adopted; and that that mo- 
tion be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROLONGATION OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. HUGHES. I move to take up the Senate 


resolution changing the day for the adjournment 
of the session. 


who is a ue 
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Cries all over the Hall of ‘*I object!’’) 

Vb HUGHES. I move that the rules be sus- 
“ded, in order that that resolution may be taken 
Pend considered. 


Mr. MATTESON. 


n ys. = 
Mr. HENN. 
pefore the vote 18 taken. 


I demand the yeas and 


I should like to say one word 
lt is utterly impossi- 


P (Cries of ‘‘Order!’’) 
Mr. PHELPS. 1! 
- allowed to makehis statement. He is a mem- 
+ of the Enrolling Committee. 
Mr. MATTESON. | object to any statement. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jones, of 
Tennessee.) The gentleman from lowa is a 
member of the committee which is charged at this 
sage of the session with more business than any 
other. Is itthe pleasure of the House to hear 
what he has to say in regard to the business of 
that committee? 
“Mr. MATTESON. 
Mr. HENN. 


0 
be 


I object. 


rolled Bulls—— 

(Cries of ** Order !’’] 

‘Mr. MCMULLIN. Let the gentleman make 
his statement. 


| 


| 


I hope that the gentleman may | 


1 will state to the House that it | 
is utterly impossible for the Committee on En- 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks | 
that that being a privileged committee—it having | 


the right to report at any time—the gentleman 
may have a right to make a statement of the con- 
dition of the business before it. 


Mr. MURRAY. The Committee on Enrolled | 


Bills merely desire to make a report, in order that 
the House may understand the condition of busi- 


ess. 
: Mr. HAVEN. Will the House allow me to , 


say a word to my friends around me. 1 hope 
they will hear the gentleman from the Committee 
on Enrolled Bills. We all desire to know the 


condition of the business, and to do what is | 


right. 
‘Mr. HENN. It is utterly impossible for the 


Committee on Enrolled Bills to compare all the | 


bills that the House and Senate are acting upon 
between this time and twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. HAVEN. [If it is the pleasure of the 
House to act upon all the appropriation bills, in- 
cluding the river and harbor bill, | have no ob- 


|| can move to refer it to a standing committee, and 


ection then, whatever, to interpose to any course | 


the House may see fit to take. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
to extend the time. 


REFERENCE OF APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair was 
about to ask if it is the pleasure of the House to 
take up the appropriation bills which have been 
returned from the Senate with amendments for 
the purpose of reference. If there be no objection, 
the bills will be presented. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I object. 

Mr. PRESTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon the motion made by the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Hucues. } 

Mr. HUGHES. I withdraw the motion I 
made, and move to suspend the rules to enable 
those appropriation bills to beetaken up and re- 
ferred. . 

Mr. GOODE. 
Officer whether it is in order to take up more than 
one bill at a time? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


I will vote 


The Chair 


rules to take up every one ofthem. Itisin order 


‘0 move to suspend the rules to go to the business | 


| bill was so referred, 


| He can also move to refer it to the Committee of | 


The question being upon Mr. Hucues’s motion 
that the House appropriation bills, with the Sen- 
oth SRT ERS, be taken from the Speaker’s 
table 

Mr. GOODE. Do | understand the Speaker to 
decide that it is in order to take a vote upon a 
motion to take up more than one bill at a time? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Certainly, the 
Chair decides that the gentleman could move to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of taking up all 
of the bills upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. GOODE. Isit in order to take up two bills 
at a time and refer them ? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to movetotake 
them all up, one at a time in their order. We 
never put two bills upon their passage at once. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

The following bill was then taken from the | 
Speaker’s table: 

An act making appropriations for the repair 
preservation, and completion of certain public 
works heretofore commenced under the authority 
of law. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Simultaneous with the announcement that the 





Mr. LETCHER said: Cannot the yeas and 

nays be ordered upon its reference? 
he SPEAKER. Suppose you do not refer it. 

The Chair decides, however, that it is referred. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman is willing to 
take a vote upon it without reference, we are 
ready. 
Mr.LETCHER. | understand the Speaker to 
say that the vote has been taken, and that the bill 
is referred. 

The SPEAKER. 
rules require that bills making appropriations shall | 


| 
| 


The Chair decides that the | 


have their first consideration in the Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LETCHER. Does the Speaker, then, de- 
cide that the yeas and nays cannot be had on the 
question of reference? 

The SPEAKER. Any member of the House | 


he can call the yeas and nays upon that motion. 


the Whole on the state of the Union; and if the | 
question were not already decided, perhaps he | 
could call the yeas and nays upon that; but if he | 
failed in referring it, he could not have it con- | 
sidered and put upon its passage. 

Mr. LETCHER. | know it could not be con- | 
sidered; but I called for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion to refer. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the call 
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suspend the rules for the purpose of allowing the 
appropriation bills to be referred. I now again 
ask the consent of the House to take up the joint 
resolution extending the session until Monday 
next. I am opposed to extending the session, 
but I want the question to be settled. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I object. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move to suspend the rules 
to enable me to move to take up that resolution. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the House will allow 
me to say just one sentence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
not debatable. 

Mr. HAVEN. I am aware of that, but I de- 
sire to say to the House that | am thankful for 
what it has just done, and that especially after 
the statement that has just been made by a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, [Mr. 
Henn, ] in reference to the condition of the busi- 
ness of the House. I shall interpose, and I hope 
our friends on this side of the House will interpose, 
no further objection to the extension of the ses- 
sion. If it is the will of the majority, | am will- 


The motion is 


| ing to sacrifice three more days to accomplish the 


object we have in view. 
[Cries of ‘* Order !’’} 
Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
— upon the motion to suspend the rules. 
he yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 79, nays 78; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Appleton, Barry, 
Belcher, Bell, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bugg, Caskie, 
Chamberlain, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, JohnG. Davis, 
Eastman, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Faulk 
ner, Florence, Goodrich, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. 
Harris, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Hunt, 
Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kerr, Lamb, 
Letcher, McDougall, McMullin, McNair, Macy, Maxwell, 
May, Smith Miller, Millson, Noble, Olds, Orr, Phelps, Phil 
lips, Pratt, Preston, Riddle, David Ritchie, Rowe, Seward, 
Shower, Singleton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste 
vens, Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Walker, Ellihu B. Wash 
burne, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, 


|| Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—79. 


NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 
Bennett, Bliss, Bridges, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Caruthers, Chandler, Chastain, Churchwell, Craige, Cum 
ming, Thonias Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dowdell, 
Dunham, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, English, 
Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, 
Green, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Hill, Howe, 
Hughes, Daniel T. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Knox, Kurtz, 
Lilly, Lindsley, McCulloch, McQueen, Matteson, Morgan, 
Murray, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Parker, Pen 
nington, John Perkins, Powell, Pringle, Reese, Robbins, 
Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Shaw, Skelton, Alex 


|| ander H. Stephens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, Trout, Wade, 


|| Walley, Walsh, Israel Washburn, and Wells—7s 


came too late. 


Mr. LETCHER. The yeas and nays were 


| called for before the decision was announced. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear that 


|| call. 
Mr. LETCHER. Well, I take an appeal from | 


I desire to ask the Presiding | 


onthe Speaker’s table, including everything on | 


it; and the motion can be limited to any less num- 
ber than all the business on the Speaker’s table. 
(he Chair thinks that the business which is in- 
cluded in this motion is sufficiently indicated 
by the character of the motion to enable the mem- 
vers of the House to vote intelligently. 

The question is on the suspension of the rules; 
on which tellers have been demanded. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 105, noes 33. 

So (there being more than two thirds in the af- 
firmative) the vane were suspended. 


}) Mr. HUGHES. 


oF 


the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
result of the vote was announced before he heard 
the cail for the yeas and nays, and from that decis- 
ion the gentleman from Virginia appeals. [Laugh- 


the table. 


is too late to take an appeal after the question has 


oeeees | been announced ? 
thinks that itis in order to move to suspend the | 


er. 
Mr. PRESTON. I move to lay the appeal upon | | 
Enrolled Bills can examine popes all the bills, 
Mr. BOCOCK. Does the Chair decide that it 


j 
i 
{ 
} 


The SPEAKER. After the result of the vete | 
| has been announced. 


The question was then taken; and decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the appeal was laid upon the table. 

The following bill was then taken from the 
Speaker’s table: 


| An act making appropriation for the naval ser- 


I ask for the | 


| Mr. PHELPS. 


vice for the year ending June 30, 1855. 
I move that it be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. | move that the rules be sus- 


|| pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


, Union. 


| EXTENSION OF THE SESSION—AGAIN. 


1 withdraw my motion to 


So (two thirds not having voted in the affirma- 
tive) the rules were not suspended. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HENN said: As I made a statement some 
time ago which might mislead some gentlemen as to 
their votes, I will say, that upon consultation with 
one of my colleagues [Mr. Green] upon the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, he gave it as his opinion 
that the committee could examine all the bills be- 
fore the hour fixed for adjournment to-morrow, if 
the House will pass them. Such, however, is 
not my opinion. 

Mr. GREEN. I desire to say, asa member 
of that committee, that I think the Committee on 


if the House will pass them, before twelve o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr. PRESTON. As some genflemen upon 
the other side of this House have intimated that if 


| the session be extended until Monday, we can in 


the mean time take up and dispose of the river and 
harbor bill, I desire to know whether such is the 


| understanding, and upon the answer will depend 


| 


my vote upon this motion. 


Mr. PHELPS. I will state to the House that, 
under the circumstances stated by my friend from 


| Kentucky on my left, | am willing the river and 


harbor bil! shall come up and receive a fair vote. 
I am opposed to the bill but lam ready to vote 


at once. 


Mr. PRESTON. Then I vote “= 
The Speager here resumed the chair. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a joint reso- 
lution and bill of the following titles; which were 
signed by the Speaker: 
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Joint resolution directing the presentation of a Il also right to refund it to the private citizens or 


medal to Commander Duncan N. Ingraham; and 

An act for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh, and 
to repeal the act to aid the Territory of Minnesota 
in the construction of a railroad therein. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HAVEN. Before that motion is put, I 
desire to offer a resolution closing debate upon 


the two bills which have just been referred to the | 


Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. PHELPS. That is not in order. 


| 


corporations of other towns and cities who have 
expended money for the purpose of improving the 
navigation of the rivers or bays on which such 
towns are situated. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
no me to lose. 1, therefore, simply say that I 
oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 withdraw my amendment. 


explanation. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Chair ruled the otherday || New York, or by any private individuals? 


that such a motion was in order. 
Mr. ENGLISH. 


now adjourn. 


three votes in the affirmative. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HIBBARD. I am directed by the com- 
mittee of conference on the part of the House, on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses in refer- 
ence to the Post Office appropriation bill, to report 
that, after meeting with the committee of confer- 


Mr. WENTWORTH. All that | can say is, 


I move that the House do || that this amendment was added to the bill of the 


Senate, and that the distincuished Senator from 
The question was taken, and the House refused | 
to adjourn; there being, on a division, only forty- | 


i 


ence on the part of the Senate, and a full confer- | 


ence, they have been unable to agree. They 
recommend that the House do insist on its dis 
acreement to the amendments of the Senate. If 
that be done, I shall then move the appointment 
of another committee of conference. 

The question was taken; and the House insisted 
on its disagreement to the amendments of the Sen- 


te to the Post Office appropriation bill, and asked | 
cach akaieaae o, : || cludes some $6,000 or $8,000 which has been ex- | 


for a committee of conference. 


Thereupon the SPEAKER appointed Messrs. | 


Ops, Cuanpier, and Bocock, as the managers 
on the part of the House 


The question was taken; and Mr. Puexrs’s | 


motion was agreed to, 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. MeMoturn in the chair.) 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN. The first question before || 


the committee for consideration is the amendments 
of the Senate to the river and harbor bill. 

First amendment: 

Strike out “ 818,000" and insert in lieu thereof “ $100,- 
000,’ so that the paragraph will read : 

For continuing the improvement of the Des Moines rap 
ids, in the Mississippi river, $100,000, 

Mr. HAVEN. I moveaconcurrence in that 
amendment. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois, demanded | 


tellers, which were ordered; and Messrs. Grey 
and McDoucatt were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 69, nves 75. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

Second amendment: 

In line seven hundred and ten, after the words “‘ New 


York harbor,” insert the words * for continuing the remo- | 


val of rocks at Hell Gate and Diamond Reef, New York 
harbor, including the amount expended prior to August 30, 
852, §20,000.” 

Mr. PHELPS. I Ose Om to reduce the 
amount ten dollars. If | understand the history 
of the matter, it is this. Some citizens in the city 
of New York concluded that they would endeavor 


to improve the harbor of New York. A gentle- | 


man by the name of Maillefert was employed, I 
believe, to remove the rocks at Hell Gate. If it 
is the duty of the Government of the United States 
to reimburse to the citizens the funds advanced by 
them for improving the harbor of New York in 


this appropriation bill, it is also proper and right | 


that they should reimburse to the citizens of Bal- 
timore the amount of money which individuals 
have expended upon the harbor of that city. 

It will be recollected that a bill passed the Sen- 
ate proposing to appropriate $140,000 for the im- 


$50,000 for the purpose of reimbursing the amount 
to the city of Wilmington which they had ex- 
pended. An appropriation of $150,000 was also 
proposed for the purpose of improving the harbor 
of that city. The bill which we now have under 
consideration contains an appropriation for the 
improvement of the harbor at Dubuque. if it be 
right to refund this money to New York, it is 


|| understand it to be right. 
|| will give me the information 1 want. 


the State of Michigan voted for it. 
Mr. STUART. 


tors voted for it. 


{ Laughter. } 

| do not care if all the Sena- 
I do not vote for it except I 
I hope some gentleman 
I appeal to 
my friend from New York. If it is right, I shall 
vote for it. 

Mr. HAVEN. Does the gentleman from Michi- 
gan inquire of me? 

Mr. STUART. 

Mr. HAVEN. 


Yes, sir. 


| manfrom Michigan, in reference to this amend- 


ment, that although [ have no information on the 
subject other than that derived from having heard 


the amendment read, and though it was not before | 


|| our committee, yet, (rom the reading of the amend- 


| 








ment, and from the knowledge that I have of the 
history of the case, | am aware that this sum in- 


pended prior to the time mentioned in the amend- 


ment itself. 


| 


| 


Mr. PHELPS. Nine thousand dollars. 

Mr. HAVEN. Very well. And the balance, 
I suppose, is for the purpose of completing the 
work. Thatis what 1 suppose it to be. I can- 
not, on my honor, say how the truth of the mat- 
ter really is; but | have no doubt that it is as I 
have stated. 

Mr. STUART. Was the $9,000 expended 
under the direction of the Government of the 
country ? 

Mr. HAVEN. The $9,000, or whatever sum 
it was, as I understand it, was expended by some 


I desire to ask | 
whether this appropriation 1s for the purpose of | 
refunding money expended by the corporation of | 


I can safely say to the gentle- 


\} 
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fore, that instead of refusing these t = 
they ask it, this small sum, you ‘iN if 
amount at twenty-five or thirty thousand a 

r 


instead of 420,000. 
Mr. FULLER. Itis true that Hell Gate; 
of the most dangerous places of pavigntion _ 
It is true that I regard the te. 


whole country. 
provement at the point for which this appropria 


| tion is proposed, as one of the most 
I only offered it for the purpose of making this | cz ' the man 


valuable ones. And it is true that the merchan 


of New York, who tested the experiment of re 


moving those rocks, through the agen: 

Maillefert, are entitled to great credit for a 
terprise, and they had the satisfaction of iiteins 
that the money in that instance did a great deal 7 


| good; for everybody knows that the result of their 


_ from eight to eighteen feet. But 


labors was the increase of the ae of the water 

"gn ; seen, Opposed to 
the principle of refunding to private individuals 
the money which they have subscribed for such ; 
purpose. Perhaps the original contributors o> 
have become insolvent, or may have died; and 2 


| such instances it would be utterly impracticap), 


to refund the money to them. 

Mr. WALSH. The merchants of New York 
are able to make their own improvements, an¢ 
they do not want a cent refunded. 

‘The question wasthen taken on the amendmen; 
to the amendment; and it was not agreed to, 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 offer the following as ap 
amendment to the amendment: 


And the amount which has been heretofore expengo; 


| by any city or town for the improvement of the river or jyay. 


| question of order. 


bor upon which it is situated, shall be refunded, and be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I rise to, 


That amendment introduces q 


| new item into the bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order, and decides that the amendment ig 
in order, as being germane to the amendment of 


| the Senate. 


Mr. PHELPS. Iam willing to yield any credit 


| to the city of New York for the enterprise of its 


merchants. I know it is a city where the mer- 
chants are enterprising. ] know they are wealthy, 


/and are ready to do anything to promote the in- 
| terest of the city, and I rejoice in the prosperity 


of the large forwarding merchants and ship owners | 
| of the city of New York, for the purpose of as- 


certaining whether this was a practical and feasi- 
ble operation. 


of dollars in shipping and property transported, 


| which would be otherwise in danger of loss and 


} 


| 
| 


destruction. | can make no further explanation. 


Mr. CUMMING. 


/ amendment of the Senate by increasing the ap- 
| propriation $20,000. Sir, the merchants of New 
| York do not come begging to Congress. | live 


| to beg an appropriation. 
| their representatives are willing, to give large sums || 


myself on the other side of the river; but | take 
pleasure in saying so. They do not come here 
They are willing, and 


| all over the South, East, and West, for the im- 


provement of rivers and harbors. This appropri- 
ation is for the improvement of one of the most 


important entrances to the most important port in | 


the United States—to the port which pours into 


your Treasury the very money which we are all || 


quarreling about. ‘These gentlemen had sub- 
scribed certain sums of money for the purpose of 
testing the feasibility of removing the rocks from 
HellGate. They proceeded to a certain extent, 


and found that it wasa thing which could be done. | 
| They have already removed rocks from that place 
| to an extent sufficient to enable any vessels to 
| enter there—rocks upon which have been stranded 
hundreds of merchant vessels; and not only that, | 


|| but rocks upon which frigates have been stranded, 
provement of Cape Fear river, North Carolina; | and innumerable lives lost. They have made that 
and it also contained another appropriation of || which was a terror to the navigators of Long 


| 
| 


| 


Island seund, almost a plain open channel. Now 
they ask a small sum of money to enable them 
to complete that which they have so successfully 
commenced; though I do not believe they have 


begged for what the Senate have inserted here. | 


They ask a smali sum of money to make an open 


and plain channel of that which has been the Scylla | 


and Charybdis of this country. 


I propose to amend the | 


Mr. Maillefert removed that rock, | 
and opened this dangerous passage through Hell | 
Gate, and thereby saved hundreds of thousands | 





_ in part, represent u 


| promoting the prosperity of the city. 


of the city. But when you undertake to legislate 
money into the pockets of individuals who have 
paid it out for these improvements in one portion 
of the Union, why not go to the other portions of 
the Union and refund the money which has been 
paid out for such improvements in the small cities 
and towns? When you undertake to refund this 
money to the city of New York, the great com- 
mercial emporium of the nation, why not do the 
same for the city of St. Louis, the city which |, 
n this floor? 

Sir, the city of St. Louis has expended some two 
or three hundred thousand dollars in making im- 
provements in her harbor, because the General 
Government would not remove the obstructions 
there; and the money has been raised from her citi- 
zens by taxation. They did it for the purpose of 

Butif it be 


proper to refund those $9,000 to New York, be- 


|, cause she comes here as a suppliant, it is equally 
right to refund to St. Louis the two or three hun- 


dred thousand dollars which her citizens have 
paid. Itis right that the citizens of Wilmington 
should be paid for what they have expended in 
their harbor; and it is equally right and proper 


that the money expended by all the cities in the 


| United States for su 


purposes should be refunded 
to them. 

Mr. CUMMING. Has New York ever re- 
fused to vote to St. Louis, or any other city, what 
they have asked for improvements like these? 

Mr. PHELPS. What I asked was, that St. 
Louis should be placed upon the same footing 
with New York in this bill. 

Mr. CUMMING. I am perfectly willing, 80 
far as I am concerned, to place St. Louis upon the 
same footing with New York in this bill. I am 
willing to place Wilmington, North Carolina, 
upon the same footing. I am willing to place 
Baltimore upon the same footing. I am willing 


| to place Boston, or any other city in the United 


I hope, there- || amendments. 


States, upon the same footing with New York. 
Mr. HAVEN. I fear we are taking up too much 

of the time of the committee in discussing these 

It seems to me we cannot well 
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“ei the action of the House. I may be allowed 
7 gor however, that I did not expect my friend 
m Missouri would be willing to go before the 
-ountry as such an ardent advocate for refunding 
ney paid out by private citizens for such im- 
yyements. For one, l am quite willing that this 
" endment should be non-concurred in. In fact, 
lam inclined to think the committee had better 
ogconcur in it; but I hope, at all events, they | 
will vote upon it without further discussion. 

Mr. PHELPS. [ am not a friend to these ap- | 
propriations, but I am a friend to justice—justice 
‘o all sections of the Union. 
"(Cries of ** Order!” ** Order !’’) Ne 
The CHAIRMAN. No further debate is in 
onthe amendment offered by Mr. Puetrs was 
chen disagreed to. 

“Mr. HENN. I move to decrease the appro- 
priation one dollar. , , ; 
‘Mr. HAVEN. While I do not wish to inter- 
fere with my friend from Iowa, I must raise a 
syestion of order upon his amendment. 
Senate amendment does not make any specific 
appropriation. tis to refund the money which 
has been paid. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
che amendment of the gentleman from lowa to 
move to decrease the appropriation for New York, 
and if that is his amendment, the Chair thinks it 
is in order. 

Mr. HAVEN. But there is no specific appro- 
priation named in the Senate amendment, and, 
therefore, an amendment cannot be offered to re- | 
duce any amount. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair will de- | 
cide the amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. HENN. I move to strike out the whole 


appropriation for New York. lj 


‘Mr. HAVEN. Again I raise a question of or- 
der. There is no specific appropriation for New 
York. | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will then be || 


compelled to decide the amendment out of order. 

Mr. HENN. Well, sir, I move to strike out 
of the Senate amendment the words ‘ including 
the amount expended prior to August 30.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. That is in order. 

Mr. HENN. I wish to say only two or three 
words, and not to consume the time of the com- | 
mittee. I wish to know whether the friends of | 
the river and harbor bill are going to stand by | 
each other? If they are, let us vote down this 
and every other amendment to the bill. 

[Cries of ** Order !’’} . 

Mr.ORR. The gentleman ought to confine | 
himself to his proposition, and not lecture his | 
friends here. 

Mr. HENN. I wish to know whether the 
friends of the river and harbor bill desire to have 
it go back to the Senate or not? If we concur in 
all these amendments, it will not go back, and then 
we may save the bill. I wish to see all its true 
friends, then, try to save it. I withdraw the | 
amendment. 

Mr. WALSH. I object to the withdrawal of | 
the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. 

The question was taken; and the amendment | 
of the Senate was non-concurred in. 


Third amendment: 


| 

\fter this paragraph : ‘ For continuing the reopening of 
& communication between the Albemarle Sound, in North 
Carolina, and the Atlantic ocean, $5,000,’’ add the fol- | 


lowing: 

In addition to the sum of $50,000 appropriated by the act 
of August 30, 1852, and this sum, as well as a former ap- 
propriation, may be used for a breakwater, or such other 
works as the Secretary of War may deem best adapted to 
accomplish that object. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope we shall non-concur in 
that amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fourth amendment: 
_For the improvement of the Brazos river, in the State of | 
Texas, $44,000. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I hope | 
there will be a non-concurrence in the amend- | 
ment, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: | 
Insert the words ‘‘ and Passaic river, below the town of 
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seve without prejudice to other bills, which || 


Magesh and of Newark bay,’’ so that the paragraph will 
read: : 


For continuing the improvement of the harbor at New- 
ark, and Passaie river, below the town of Newark, and of 
Newark bay, New Jersey, $25,000. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I move, pro forma, to 
increase the appropriation one dollar. 

I have only to say to the committee that this 
amendment of the Senate is proper and necessary 
to subserve the purpose for which the appropria- 
tion was originally put into the bill. 

1 withdraw my amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment of 


| the Senate was non-concurred in, there being, on 


The || 


a division, only forty-nine votes in the affirmative. 

Sixth amendment: 

For the survey of the harbors of San Pedro, Santa Bar 
bara, Monterey, San Francisco, Humboldt, and Trinity, 
in the State of California, and the rivers Sacramento, San 
Joaquin, and Colorado, and the harbor of Appalachicola, 
Florida, $50,000. 


For a survey for.a breakwater at Grace’s Point, Block 
Island, $5,000. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to say if there is 


any part of the bill that is legitimate that amend- | 


ment is. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Seventh amendment: 


Page fifteen, line eight, after the word “‘ bidders,”’ strike | 


out all to the end of the bill, which comprises the follow- 
ing words: 

Provided, That all persons entrusted with the disburse 
ment of the fund appropriated for the works named in this 
act shall be required to give bond and ample security for 
the faithful application of the same. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 


Add at the end of the bill the following section : 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of War be, and he is hereby, authorized to contract with 
the proper parties for the purchase of Grant’s pass near the 


| entrance of Mobile harbor, on the mail route from New 





Orleans to Mobile, and that he report said contraci to Con- 
gress at its next session for approval, 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. HAVEN. I movethat the committee rise, 
and report the amendments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had under consideration 
the Union generally, and particularly the Senate 
amendments to House bill (No. 392) ‘‘ making 
appropriations for the repair, preservation, and 


completion of certain public works heretofore || 
commenced under the authority of law,’’ and had | 


instructed him to report back the same to the 
House, with a recommendation that the House 
disagree to all said amendments. 
Mr. HAVEN. LI call for the previous question. 
Mr. LETCHER. 1 move to lay the amend- 


| ments on the table; and on that I ask the yeas and 


nays, if I am in time in doing so. 
r. STUART, of Michigan. Is it competent 
to ask a separate vote on the several amendments? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jones, of 
Tennessee, in the chair.) [tis competent to do so. 

Mr. STUART. Then I demand a separate 
vote on each of the amendments. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the Chair whether, 
if the motion to lay the amendments on the table 
prevail, it does not carry the whole bill with it? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the amend- 
ments are laid on the table, they carry the bill 
with them. 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw my motion to 
lay the amendments on the table. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. ORR. 
adoption of the first amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 70, nays 76; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bennett, Benson, 
Bliss, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Clark, Cook, 
Cullom, Cumming, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, DeWitt, 
Dick, Disney, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Flor- 
ence, Franklin, Goodrich, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Haven, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Johnson, Knox, La- 
than, Lindsley, McCulloch, Matteson, Morgan, Noble, 
Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, 
David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Sim 
mons, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Nathaniel 
G. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Wade, Walley, Ellihu B. 
Wasbburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, 
Tappan Wentworth, and Zollicoffer—70. 


NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, Barks- |} 
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I ask the yeas and nays on the | 
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dale, Barry, Belcher, Bell, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, 
Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastain, Church 
well, Cobb, Craige, Dawson, Dowdell, Edmundson, Jobn 
M. Elliott, English, Everhart, Faulkner, Fuller, Gamble, 
Goode, Green wood, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, Hibbard, Hous 
ton, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Keitt, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, MeMullin, 
MeNair, McQueen, Macy, May, Smith Miller, Milison, 
Morrison, Murray, Nichole, Olds, Orr, Packer, John Per- 
kins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Riddle, Ru@in, Shaw, Shower, 
Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stwart, 
Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Walsh, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—76. 





So the first amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


I move to reconsider the vote 


| by which the first amendment has been non-con- 


curred in; and I also move that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

Mr. HENN (at half past one o’clock, a. m.) 
moved that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that there be acall 
of the House. 

Mr. HENN. Then I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. And I withdraw the motion 
that I made to reconsider the vote by which the 
first amendment was rejected. 

The call of the House was not ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is itin order now 
to move to lay the bill and amendments on the 
table? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is in order to 
move to lay the amendments on the table. 

Mr. SMITH. 
ments on the table. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
cannot do so. The motion for a call of the House 
is not in order when the previous question- has 
been ordered. 

Mr. PRINGLE, (at one o’clock and thirty-five 
Then I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. ORR Is that the entertainment that our 
friend over the way invited us to? 

{| Laughter, and cries of *‘ Order!’’} 

The question was taken; and the motion to ad- 
journ was not agreed to. 

The question recurring on Mr. Smiru’s motion, 


Mr. PHELPS. I appeal to my friend from 
Virginia to withdraw his motion to lay the amend- 
ments on the table. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, I do so. 

Mr. WALSH. And I renew it. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. On that motion! ask the 
yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 68, nays 85; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. James ©. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. 


\| Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Bridzes, 
| Brooks, Caskie, Chastain, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, 
| Dowdell, Dunham, Edmundson, Johu M. Elliott, Ever 


hart, Faulkner, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Grow, Wiley P. 
Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, Daniel T’. 


| Jones, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, 


Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, McMuflin, McNair, McQueen, May, 


| Millson, Morrison, Murray, Olds, Orr, Packer, John Per- 


kins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Ruffin, Shaw, Sin- 
gleton, Skelton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Strat- 


| ton, Straub, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, Daniel B. 


Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bell, Benson, Bliss, 
Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, 
Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Cook, Culiom, Cumming, 
Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Eastman, 
Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, English, 
Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Goodrich, 
Green, Greenwood, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Henn, 
Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Knox, Latham, 
Lindsley, McCulloch, Matteson, Maurice, Smith Miller, 
Morgan, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, 


| Preston, Pringle, Riddie, David Ritchie, Robbias, Russell, 


Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shower, Simmons, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, David 
Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vansant, 
Wade, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Yates, and 


Zollicoffer—85. 


So the House refused to lay the amendments on 
the table. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. MAXWELL stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Baut. 

Second amendment: 


Page ten, line six, after words ‘** New York harbor,” in- 


sert the words “ including the amount expended prior to 
August 30, 1852.” a 


Mr. PHELPS. 
on that amendment. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


Then | move to lay theamend- ; 
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The question was taken; and the am 
was non-concurred in. 


Third amendment: 

Page eleven, line five, after the appropriation of $50,000 
for reopening a communication between the Albemarle 
Sound in North Carolina and the Atlantic occan, insert the 
following as part of the same clause : 

In addition to the sui of $50,000 appropriated by the act 
of August 30, 1852, which sum is hereby reappropriated for 
a break water or such other works as the Secretary of War 
may deem best adapted to accomplish that object. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 

Page twelve, line five, after the appropriation for the im 
provement of the Colorado river, in Texas, insert : 

For the improvement of the Brazos river, in the State of 
Texas, $44,000. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 
Page thirteen, line twenty-seven, insert the words * and 
Passaic river below the town of Newark and of Newark 
bay ;’? 80 as to make the clause read : 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at Newark 
and Passaic river below the town of Newark and of Newark 
bay, New Jersey, $25,000, 
Mr. FENTON. 
upon that amendment. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
tellers upon the question. « 
Tellers were not ordered. 
The question was then taken; and the amend- 
. . 

ment was non-concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


Page thirteen, after line eight, insert the following: 
For the survey of the harbors of San Pedro, Santa Bar 
bara, Monterey, San Francisco, Humboldt, and Trinity, in 


I call for 


the State of California, and the rivers Sacramento, San 
Joaquin, and Colorado, and the harbor of Appalachicola, 
Florida, $15,000. 

Mr. HAVEN. lI call for tellers on that amend- 


ment. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CuamsBer- 
rain and Prarr were appointed. 


ed—ayes fifty-one, (not a majority of a quorum.) 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 


Page fifteen, line ight, afterthe word “ bidders’’ strike 
out to the end of the bill, as follows: 


bursement of the funds appropriated for the works named 
in this act, shall be required to give bond and ample security | 
for the faithful application of the same, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Eigkth amendment: 
Add at the end of the bill the following : 
Sec. 4, nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War be, and he is hereby, authorized, to contract with the | 
proper parties for the purchase of Grant’s Pass, near the | 
entrance of Mobile harbor, on the mail route from New | 
Orleans to Mobile, and that he report said contract to Con- 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the amendments 
were non-concurred in, &nd to lay the motion to | 
reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. | now move to sus- | 
pend the 16th and 17th joint rules to allow the bill | 
to go to the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not necessary 
as those rules have been suspended for the remain- | 
der of the session. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HHENN. lLask the gentleman from New 
York to withdraw that motion to permit me to 
offer a resolution providing for paying the mail 
boys who are so constantly bringing our mail to | 
us. 

Mr. HAVEN. I cannot withdraw for that 
purpose. 

ir. HIBBARD. Irisetoaprivileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the bill to 
provide for carrying into effect the late treaty be- | 
tween the United States and Great Britain was | 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union. 
Mr. ORR. 
in order? Does not the motion of the gentleman 


Whole on the state of Union take precedence? 
Mr. HAVEN. 


endment || 
'| ters. 


The question was taken; and the tellers report- | 


i] 


And provided, That all persons intrusted with the dis- | 
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no disposition to take any control over these mat- | 
I am perfectly willing to leave the arrange- 


| thent and disposal of the business of the House, | 
| to the gentlemen upon the other side of the House. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


I hope the gentleman from 


|New Hampshire will withdraw his motion. 


Mr. HIBBARD. At the request of gentle- 
men around me, I will withdraw my proposition 


| to reconsider. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman can have it | 


entered, and taken up at any time. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I think that it is certain, 


and must be well understood, that it will be utterly | 


impossible for us to adjourn to-morrow at twelve 


o’clock. 


I demand the yeas and nays | 


| 
| The House accordingly resolved itself into the | 


| draughtsman, who shall be clerk to engineer, $2,000; one 
| 


| 


[Cries of *‘ Order!’’} 


Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House do 


now adjourn; and on that motion | demand | 


tellers. 
Tellers were not ordered. 


The question was taken; and the House refused 


to adjourn. — 
_ The question was taken on Mr. Haven’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
|| (Mr. Foxcer in the chair.) 


Mr. PHELPS. I move that the committee do 


| 
| ments of the Senate to the naval appropriation bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 
First amendment: 
| ‘That at the navy-yard at San Francisco the pay of the 


| commander shall be $3,500 per annum; the pay of one 


storekeeper, $3,500; one civil engineer, $4,000; one 


now proceed to the consideration of the amend- | 


clerk to storekeeper, $2,000; one navy agent, $4,000 ; one 


| clerk to navy agent, $2,000. 
Mr. PHELPS. An amendment similar to this 


was offered when this appropriation bill was last | 


| before us, and ruled out of order. I hope it will be | 





|| Then I do not see why we should have the per- 


gress, at its next session for approval. \| sonelle of a navy-yard there. 


mer at 
provides for a commander, storekeeper, civil engi- | 

| 

| 

| 


| 


| pier in California; and under an act passed by a | 
| former Congress, a navy-yard distinct and separate 


i] 


| laid out, it is necessary to send some one there to 


| 
| 


| their 


non-concurred in. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. These are officers who 
have to discharge official duty in California, and 
ay, as specified in the amendment, has | 
xed in the estimates from the Department. 


been 


‘|| The Committee of Finance of the Senate have re- 


duced the estimates in almost every instance, and | 
I am sure that the services required of these offi- 
cera cannot be had in California for less than the | 
amount stated in the amendment. Why should 
there be a non-concurrence? 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 have this to say: At pres- | 
ent, in California, you have a dty-aoek and a pier | 
constituting your navy-yard, and by the act of | 
last Congress it was provided that that dry-dock | 
may be leased out to dock the merchant marine. 


| 


The amendment 


neer draughtsman, and navy agent. 
Mr. BOCOCK, It will be remembered that on | 
a former occasion, when this bill was up, | moved | 
an amendment similar to the one now under con- 
sideration. I had no opportunity to explain it, 
because it was ruled out of order. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, we have a dry-dock and | 


was provided to be laid out. In order to have it | 


take charge and superintend the work. ‘The Sec- 


retary of the Navy has already actually ordered a | 


commander of the Navy to repair there for the 
purpose of that superintendence. Now, I would 
ask my friend from Missouri, can this commander, 


who has been ordered, and is bound to go there, | 


live in California at a pittance of $2,500? The 


| 





commonest of day-laborers get ten dollars a day 
there. The price of board is six dollars per day. 
If more officers are provided for in the amend- 
ment than are needed, move to strike some out. 
Some must go; some have been ordered to go there. 
Then pay those who are bound to go a proper 
salary. To pay a proper salary, we must make 
an increase of what is already received by these 
officers. 


Mr. PHELPS. I look to the action of this 


I ask the Speaker if that motion is | House in reference to the navy-yard at San Fran- 


cisco. The Committee of Ways and Means 


from New York to go into a Committee of the || recommended that $200,000 should be appropri- 
|| ated for the building of a navy-yard at that place. 
I only desire to say that I have || The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 





| 
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Union agreed to the amendment; but whe 








| into the House, it was voted down. The same 


made an amendment to the bill 
the same purpose the same 
recommended by the Committee of Ways a 

Means. Then, if the House refuses to Sean 
that amendment, of what use are all these Office “ 

Mr. SKELTON. Do not these Officers - 
their regular salaries as naval officers besides?’ 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘This is to increase their 

Mr. BOCOCK. Icis not in addition to the, 
en naval officers. ; 

r. McDOUGALL. I move to increase th, 
a ten dollars. Mr. Chairman, { wou), 
ask the gentleman from Missouri whether thy 
Committee of Ways and Means did not recom. 
mend an appropriation of $200,000 for the navy. 
yard at San Francisco? y 

Mr. PHELPS. | have already stated that the 
Committee of Ways and Means did recommend 
such an appropriation. I also stated that the 
House struck it out. 

Mr.McDOUGALL. Ithas been recommended 
by the Secretary of the Navy, by the Committe. 
of Ways and Means of this House, and by the 
Finance Committee of the Senate. It is’ now 
added to the bill by the Senate, and I hope it wii 
be concurred in by this body. 

We have a navy agent at San Francisco. W;, 
have a naval storekeeper there, apart from, and 
not at all connected with, the navy-yard. They 
are both important offices, and the individuals 
who hold them are responsible for the disburse- 
ment of large sums of money in the transaction of 
important public business; and there must be an 
appropriation made providing for their payment. 
1 contend that the sum appropriated in this bil! 
for that purpose is not a fair and reasonable com- 
pensation; and it is less than bricklayers get jn 
the city of San Francisco. If we are to have an 
administration of Federal officers there, let us give 
such a compensation as will secure good, fair, 
and respectable men—men who are fit to hold « 
responsible position. I consider that the amend- 
ment is a just and reasonable one, and I hope that 
the committee will agree to it. I now withdraw 
my amendment. 

The question was then taken; and the amend. 
ment was non-concurred in. 


Second amendment: 

Page two, line fifteen, after the word “ dollars”? insert 
‘*Provided, Any naval officers who may be charged with 
the preparation, superintendence, or publication of the 
Nautical Almanac, shall receive no compensation for such 
duty beyond what he would receive whilst on duty at sea;” 
so that, as amended, the section would read: 

For pay of the superintendents of naval construction, ani 
all the civil establishments at the navy-yards and stations, 
$115,350: Provided, Any naval officer who may be charged 
with the preparation, superintendence, or publication of 
the Nautical Almanac, shall receive no compensation for 
such duty beyond what he would receive whilst on duty at 
sea. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hopethe committee will agree 
to the amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Third amendment: 

Page five, line two, after the word “ other ” strike outal! 
to the end, and including the word ‘ dollars,” in line six, 
and insert in lieu thereof the words ‘‘ improvements appli- 
cable to naval purposes, $10,000,”’ so that the section, as 
amended, would read: 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to test any improve- 
ments in steam boilers, or improvements applicable to naval 
purposes, $10,000. 

Mr. PHELPS. It will be recollected that an 
appropriation of $10,000 was made for the pur- 
pose of enabling the wv omeny 4 of the Navy to test 
any improvements in steam boilers. The Senate 
have agreed to the amendment, providing that this 
sum should be expended for that purpose, or for 
any other purpose relative to improvement in 
naval affairs. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. {[ move that 
the committee rise. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Fourth amendment: 


In line twenty-six, after the word “tools,” strike out 
the word ‘from,’ and insert in lieu thereof the word 
‘<for,”? so that the section, as amended, would read : 

For quay wall, connecting with dock basin ; completing 
engine house ; machinery, tools for machinists and smiths ; 
launching and hauling up water cisterns ; for officers’ quar- 
ters ; extending ship-house number four ; extension of ship- 
house, and launching slip, and repairs of all kinds, $63,550. 
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‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Fifth amendment: sien 

) nt, line two, after the word “ slip’? insert ‘ gas 

a wpa pipes for lighting grounds and buildings.” 

- es : : e.6 4 

Mr. PHELPS. This is a proposition to in- 

rease the appropriation for the improvement of 
‘he navy-yard at Norfolk $10,000, and for the 
syrpose of introducing gas for lighting that navy- 
rd. 1 think we had better concur in the amend- 
yard. 
ment. | 

“The amendment was concurred in. 

Sixth amendment: 

Line three, after the word “and” where it first occurs, 
strike out the word “ fifty,’ and insert in Jieu thereof the 
word “* sixty.”? . 

The clauses amended by the fifth and_ sixth 
amendments reads: 

For completion of saw-mill, completion of ordnance 
puilding, completion of marine railway, extending boiler 
shop, converting old ordnance to machine shop, quay 
wall, removing shears, extension of ship-house and slip, 
waa fixtures and pipes for lighting grounds and buildings, 
filing in around foundry and laboratory, dredging chan- 

ej, machinery, steam hammerand slanting machine, and 
repairs of all kinds, $162,281. 

Mr. PHELPS. I recommend a concurrence in 
the amendment striking out the words ‘* for contin- 
ning and raising the walls at Pensacola navy-yard 
and armory.”’ ‘The appropriation is for contin- 


ying the foundry and machinery forthe same, and | 


for the extension of the ship-house and improve- 
ments and repairs of all kinds, $152,281. 
amendment proposes to strike out the word ‘‘fifty,”’ 
and insert in lieu thereof the word ‘* sixty,’’ so 
1g to make the appropriation $162,281. This 
amendment is necessary in consequence of the 
expense of introducing gas into the navy-yard 
at Pensacola. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 


Page eight, line four, after the word “ wharf,” strike out 
to, and including the word *‘ dock basin,’’ in line five. 


The clause, as amended, reads: 


For continuation of permanent wharf, engine and blast 
pipes for smiths’? and machine shop, and repairs of all 
kinds, $143,500. 


Mr. PHELPS. 

in that amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Eighth amendment: 


Page eight, strike out lines eight, nine, and ten, and in- 
sert as follows : 


The | 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


2125 


Mr. McDOUGALL. 1 merely wish to be un- This amendment of the Senate is to strike out 


derstood by the committee. This appropriation 
has been recommended by the Department. It 
was recommended by the Committee of Ways 
and Means of this House. It was recommended 
by the Committee of Finance in the Senate. The 
amendment containing it passed the Senate, and it 
has now come back here. It is rendered necessar 

for the purpose of carrying on improvements al 
ready commenced in California. ‘The work has 
to be built some time, and if the appropriation be 


;not made now, it will only cause the loss of a 


year. But | do not know why the appropriation 


should not be made at this session. 


Mr. SKELTON. This is the very same prop- 
osition which was before the House, and was 
voted down when the bill was under consideration. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. It was voted down be- 
cause nobody said a word about it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I think myself that it is ad- 
visable the appropriation should be made, and 
that the amendment should be adopted after 
striking out the words “‘ officers’ quarters and 
other works.”’ 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
ification. 

Mr. PHELPS. I recommend that to be done. 
The amendment will then be restored to the way 
m which the Committee of Ways and Means 
originally recommended it. 

Mr. McMULLIN, (at two o’clock and twenty 
minutes a.m.) I move that the committee do now 
rise. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for tellers 


I consent to that mod- 


1 upon that motion. 


I recommend a concurrence | 


Navy-yard, San Francisco: for continuing the black- | 


smith’s shop, carpenter’s ship, store house, wharf, officers’ 
quarters, and other works, $200,099. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


rence. 


I recommend a non-concur- 


Mr. McDOUGALL. On what grounds do the | 


Committee of Ways and Means report against 
that amendment? 

Mr. PHELPS. 
fornia had paid attention to the proceedings he 
would have found that the amendments of the 
Senate to this bill have not been referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. ; 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Then | ask on what 
authority the recommendation is given ? 

Mr. PHELPS. I recommend on my individ- 
ual responsibility. I never have stated that the 
committee made these recommendations. 

Mr.McDOUGALL. I understood you to say 


that they were the recommendations of the com- 
mittee. 


Mr. PHELPS. Never; never. 

Mr.McDOUGALL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means, when the bill was before the House, 
recommended an appropriation of $200,000 for 


If the gentleman from Cali- | 


improvements at San Francisco navy-yard; and | 
[ presume they would recommend the amendment | 


reported from the Senate. l ask the gentleman 
from Missouri whether he can say the Committee 


of Ways and Means concur in that amendment ? 
Mr. PHELPS. 


Tellers were ordered. 

[The committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate, by Assury Dickrns, 
Esq., their Secretary, informing the House that 


| the Senate had agreed to the ee of the com- 


mittee of conference upon the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, upon the bill of the House 
(No. 48) making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1855.] 
The committee then resumed its session. 
Mr.MILLSON. I rise merely to make a sug- 


| gestion to the gentleman from Virginia, and it is 
| this: [t is very evident that a aa proportion of 


the members present are opposed to an adjourn- 
ment, and would not adjourn if the committee 
should rise. Now, if, upon the motion to rise, 


| thecommittee should find itself without aquorum, 


we should be compelled to call the roll, and then 
go into the House. In the House, the result 
will bea call of the House, which will occup 

us until near morning, so that the gentleman will 
not effect the object he has in view, an adjourn- 


/ment; and we shall lose a great deal of precious 


time if his motion is insisted upon. The Navy 
and other appropriation bills are still to be dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 


I cannot withdraw my 


| motion with justice to myself and to my constit- 


| uents. 


Laughter. } 

Mr. STRATTON. 
the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. Tellers have been or- 
dered. ° 

Messrs. Benson and McNair were then ap- 
pointed tellers. 

The question was taken; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 9, noes 121. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

[The committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate, by Aspury Dicxrns, 
Esq., their Secretary, informing the House that 
they had disagreed to the report of the committee 


I call for a division upon 


| of conference upon the bill of the House making 


|| appropriations for the service of the Post Office 


mittee of Ways and Means either concur or non- | 


concur. 

Mr.McDOUGALL. Have they acted upon it? 

Mr. PHELPS. I have stated that they have 
not acted on any of these amendments. If the 
gentleman had only paid a little attention, he 
would have found that I stated that fact some four 
times. 

[Cries of * Question !’’ ‘* Question !’’] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
adoption of the amendment. 





[ do not say that the Com- || 


Department, for the year ending June 30; 1855, 
and had directed him to ask that another com- 
mittee be appointed. } 

The committee then reSumed its session. 

The question recurred upon the amendment 
offered by Mr. Puexrs to strike out the words 


| «¢ officers’ quarters and other works.”’ 
q 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of the Senate amendment, as amended. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


I move to 


entire the appropriation for Memphis, Tennessee, 
and to insert in lieu of it, an appropriation for the 


| construction of certain works at San Francisco, 


California. There is another amendment ae 
posed by the Senate, at the close of the bill, abol- 
ishing the Government works at Memphis en- 


, tirely, and ceding the improvements made by the 


Government there to the city of Memphis. 
Mr. Chairman, for the last nine years, ever 


since I have had the honor to occupy a seat in 


this House, I have advocated the completion of 
the works at Memphis as being necessary to bring 
the great resources of the valley of the Mississippi 
into use for the benefit of the United States. But, 
sir, the appropriations for the benefit of those 
works have been very small. Froma navy-yard, 
the establishment has dwindled down to a rope- 
walk, forthe manufacture of American hemp, and 
even there the spindles are not now turning for 
the purpose of spinning rope, But, sir, if this state 
of things is to continue, if hemp is not to be pur- 
chased for manufacture, if the money expended 
there is to be thrown away, and the establishment 
suffered to rot down, perhaps it may be well to 
make the change. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I regard the amendment 
of the Senate as of the utmost importance, and 
again express my hope that it may bie passed. 

Mr. STANTON. No man is more deeply in- 
terested in the necessity for a navy-yard at San 
Francisco, and no man would have more liberally 
voted than myself. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I am aware of the kind 
disposition of my friend from Tennessee. I sub- 
mit whether the appropriation for the navy-yard 


_ at San Francisco is not of infinitely more import- 


ance. The gentleman himself says that the navy- 
yard at Memphis has been turned intoa rope-walk ; 


_and whatever may have been the cause of that 


change, it is evident that that is not, at the present 
time, an important point fora navy-yard. One is 


| now ee demanded for the Pacific coast. 


propriations. 


Appropriations have already been made‘for that 
purpose, and the construction of the yard is 
already in progress. The enterprise should not 
be embarrassed by a denial of these important ap- 
I hope that the recommendations 
of the Navy Department, the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and of the Finance Cemmittee, may 


| be adopted by this committee. : 


Mr. STANTON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move pro forma to 
increase the appropriation one dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of this amendment 
of the Senate. I will call the attention of the com- 


| mittee, and of a friend from Tennessee, to a 
i 


| curred there. 


little table, which I intended to present at an earlier 
period of the session. I believe that we require a 
navy-yard at San Francisco; but I do not believe 
that we require one at Memphis. I believe that 
we have too much of the materiel on shore, and 
too little of it afloat. To show how we have been 


| distributing money among these parpyares, I 


shall take the instance of Memphis. take it 
because itis in my own section of the Union. 
The following is the result: We have expended 
there $1,017,616 34. We have at Memphis offi- 
cers whose annual salaries amount to the sum of 
$19,360. Now, what have we to show for this 
million of dollars and more expended there, be- 
sides the annual expenditure of nearly $20,000 for 
pay of officers? Nothing on earth, as my friend 
from Tennessee will bear witness, except that they 
spin a little rope there from hemp furnished from 
Kentucky and Tennessee. This shows that there 
are no results at the navy-yard at Memphis at al! 
answerable to the expenses annually being in- 
I will vote in favor of the amend- 


| ment leaving out Memphis, and making the appro- 
| priation recommended by the Committee of Ways 


and Means, with a view of establishing a navy- 
yard at San Francisco. That isa point where a 


| navy-yard would be of some use to the country. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. It seems to me 
that we ought to consider this matter well before 
making this appropriation. There have been al- 


| ready large appropriations made for California in 


almost every appropriation bill before the House; 
and before we make an appropriation for a navy- 
yard at San Francisco, we should examine and 
consider the subject well to see if there is necessity 


. amend by reducing the appropriation to $100,000. |! for the establishment of such a yard there, or you 
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may, as at Memphis, find that you have expended 
a great deal of money with but little result flowing 
from it. Whatever may be the final result, it 
seems to me that we should not attempt to do 
everything at once, and accomplish all that may 
be necessary to be done there in one short session 
of Congress. I believe that this appropriation 
had better be postponed until some future day, 
when we can act more wisely and iritelligently in 
reference to its necessity. Every thing that is 
done in California is done at a vast expense. I 
believe that there are private yards at San Fran- 
cisco, where repairs of the few vessels that sail 
upon that coast can be made 

Mr. LATHAM. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Rhode Island this question, whether he is 





aware of the fact that there are continually at an- 


chorage in the bay of San Francisco between three 
and four hundred vessels; and that there have 
been between fifty and one hundred vessels sunk 
in the harbor there, because it was absolutely im- 
possible to undergo the expense of carrying them 
into navy-yards where they could be fully and 
completely repaired? 

Mr. DAViS. My object was to call the at- 
tention of the House to the great amount of ap- 
propriations which we are asked to make upon 
that coast for California, and I do it for the pur- 
pose of showing the House the necessity of a full 
and thorough investigation of this subject, which 
they cannot give to it at this late period of the 
session. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, by unanimous con- | 
sent, then withdrew his amendment, 

‘The question was then taken upon the Senate 
amendment, as amended; and it was agreed to. 


Ninth amendment: 


Page eight, line fourteen, after the word “ dollars,”’ insert 
as jollowe: } 

And that the sum of $100,000 be, and the same is hereby, | 
appropriated for the establishment of a naval depot on the 


right bank of the river Mississippi in descending, at the 
site now owned and held by the United States for that pur- 
pose, near the city of New Orleans, and for such buildings 
and improvements as may be judged necessary for the ac- 
commodation of the United States veasels of war in that 
quarter. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
ment by striking out $100,000 and inserting in 
lieu thereof $25,000. It would seem, from the 
way in which the amendment is worded, that it is 
»roposed to commence a navy-yard in New Or- 


— || opinion that we have too many navy-yards; they | 


Mr. HUNT. A naval depot. 

Mr. PHELPS. You may call it a * naval | 
depot,’’ if you please; but this amendment is an old | 
acquaintance of mine. | had occasion to examine | 
it at the last session of Congress; and also to con- | 
sider it while on a committee of conference on one 
of the appropriation bills during the last session 
of Congress. Then the question of an appropria- 
tion was originated for the purpose of establishing 
a naval depot on a tract of land belonging to the | 


avowed by the Senator who then, in part, repre- 
sented Louisiana, 


THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


The committee rose informally; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, a message was received 


from the Senate, by Asspury Dicxins, Esq., its || 


Secretary, notifying the House that the Senate in- 
sisted upon their amendments disagreed to by the 
House to the river and harbor appropriation bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. | move that 
the House insist upon its disagreement to the Sen- 
ate’s amendments; and I ask that a committee of 
conference be appointed, to meet a similar com- | 
mfttee on the part of the Senate, on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses. 

it was so ordered; and Messrs. Wentworth, 
of Illinois, CLineman, and Perkins of Louisiana, 
were appointed managers of said conference on the 
part of the House. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled || 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following || 


bill, whieh thereupon received the signature of | 
the Speaker: | 
An act to incorporate the Pioneer Manufactur- | 
ing Company of Georgetown, District of Colum- | 
bia. 
The committee then resumed its session. 


| New York, and 








NAVY BILL—~AGAIN. 
Mr. PHELPS. I was remarking, Mr. Chair- 


| man, that one of the Senators from the State-of | 
, Louisiana, at the last session of Congress, avowed | 

| to me that it was his expectation to have a navy- || 
| yard established at New Orleans, in the event of 
| an appropriation similar to this being made. Now, | 


it is the Opinion of every one who has examined 


this question, that we have already too many 
| navy-yards in this country. 


Mr. HUNT. How many are there on the 


| Mississippi river? 


Mr. PHELPS. I believe there is one. 

Mr. HUNT. There is not one. 

Mr. PHELPS, There is one at Memphis, 

Mr. HUNT. That is not near us. 

Mr. PHELPS. But you have one compara- 
tively near you—that at Pensacola. That one 


| ought to be sufficient for the Gulf coast. 


Mr. HUNT. And yet on the Atlantic coast 
you have aeryaneee at Norfolk, Philadelphia, 
oston. 

Mr.PHELPS. Ask every Secretary of the 
Navy, and he will tell you that we have already 


too many navy-yards; and now it is proposed || 
| by this amendment to establish another at New 
| Orleans. 


For this reason, Mr. Chairman, 1 am 
opposed to the amendment of the Senate. 
expected, and it was the expectation of the body, 
that the naval committee of this House was to have 
acted on this question before this, and been able 
to report at this session of Congress a bill to abol- 
ish some of these navy-yards. But, owing to the 
immense amount of business they had to transact, 


| it was impossible for that committee to make a re- | 


port on this subject. 
Mr. BOCOCK, (interrupting.) 
man from Missouri will permit me, | will say, 


_ that I believe it was the unanimous opinion of the 


committee that we had too many navy-yards; 
but they were not able to agree as to which should 
be abolished. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then we have the opinion, 
the unanimous opinion, of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, who have charge of this and mat- 


I | ters of a like nature, that we already have too 
move to amend the amend- || many navy-yards in the country; and yet, if this 
| appropriation is made, we shall find a navy-yard 


| growing up at New Orleans. 


Mr.SKELTON. [will remark, that the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs were of the unanimous 


were also of opinion that one upon the Gulf, and 
one upon the Atlantic cost, would be sufficient. 
Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I, for one, did not agree 
that one navy-yard upon the Atlantic coast would 


|| be sufficient. 


Mr. HUNT. Mr. Chairman, I was informed 
of this amendment only a few hours ago, and 


ain | have had no opportunity of satisfactory prepara- 
Government, in the vicinity of New Orleans; but || PE y y prep 


as I understood it, it was really the commencement || 
of another navy-yard. In fact, that was the object || 


tion for its immediate discussion. But the Sen- 
ator who gave me the information |[Mr. Sripevu]} 
was kind enough to furnish me, at the same time, 


| with a memorandum on the subject, which relieves 
| me from the embarrassment | would otherwise, 


in a great measure, experience. The memorandum 


| is written by a well informed and experienced 


officer of the Navy, and presents the reasons in 


support of the amendment so clearly, so briefly, | 
| and so conclusively, that I will take the liberty of 


reading it to the committee: 


‘ Reasons for establishing a naval depot of equipment and 


of coal, and a rendezvous gt New Orleans. 

** New Orleans is a vast commercial mart, where are to 
be had all the personel and the material requisite to equip 
a fleet. 

‘*it is the chief point of assemblage of more than fifty 


thousand men engaged in the commerce of the valley of 
|| the Mississippi, and of some four to five thousand seamen 


of the ocean merchant marine. 

“The material referred to is the production of the country, 
finding its first market at New Orleans, and can therefore 
be procured at the lowest possible cost. 

‘Tt is the region of live oak, yellow pine, and cypress, 
and near that of locustand red cedar, the best ship-timber 
in the world. 

“The fuel for steamers (eoal) will not be subject to the 
cost of transhipment, which is rarely less than one hun- 
dred percent. The depth of the bar at the mouth of the 
Mississippi is sufficient for the largest class of war steam- 
ers, if properly moddied; and the channel from thence to 
New Orleans is always clear. The steamer would come 
to her coal instead of having the coal sent to her.”’ 


The position of New Orleans is eminently ad- 
vantageous for defense; and it is most safely, 
suitably, and conveniently situated to equip the 





| only description of force which 


concludes with this recommendation: 


| be the limit of the draught of water of eve 





|The gentleman from Louisiana says t 


1 had |) 


If the gentle- | 


|| the 
/ connection with the Pacific, increasing ve 


|| safel 


|| Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. : 
| pose of allowing my colleague to proceed with his 





| the protection of commerce. 
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the : 
navaljwarfare has made adequate to the oo » 
of our commerce in its e through the oe 
of Mexico and Strait of Florida, viz: a steam 2 . 
All the means of constructing a steam fleet we 
hand in the valley of the Mississippi, Already 
the operatives skilled in all the arts applicant 
the construction of vessels and machinery build 
and put afloat some two hundred steamers ~ 
year. Some of these are of as much t oe 


; on 
the Pennsylvania three-decker; and the ae 


* The depth of water on the bar of the Mississippi should 
U 
Navy of the United States; because that a = 


| Standard depth of the entrances to most of our harbors 


south of the Chesapeake, from which the greater Part of our 


| naval force is debarred, and consequently rendered Useless 


for their protection.”’ 


Mr. Chairman, I have been informed that the 
depot at Memphis has just been abolished. Ther. 
is then no naval depot on the Mississippi. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (interruptino ) 
I dislike to interrupt the gentleman, but—_. > 

Mr. HUNT. Then why do you do it? 

Mr. STANTON. I will explain “~ I do it, 

€ navy- 
yard at Memphis has been abolished. | ave ae 
seen that that navy-yard has been abolished. 

Mr. HUNT. I understood that to be the effec: 
of a previous amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. The amendment which has 
been concurred in by the committee was to strike 
out the appropriation for Memphis. There js q 
proposition at the close of the bill for abolishing it, 

Mr. HUNT. If we have stricken out the pro- 
vision for its support, I apprehend we have sub- 


| stantially abolished the navy-yard. But, sir, the 


House is in possession of the reasons, and, in 


_my opinion, they are ample, for supporting the 
| amendment, 


From the commercial and natura| 
relation of the Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Caribbean Sea, it is clear there should be 
a depot on the Mississippi. Our commerce oy 
Gul, and on that sea, now large, is, from our 
rap- 
idly. That commerce demands the protection of 
a considerable naval force; and that force, to 
be maintained as effective, should have near its 
field of operation a naval depot. New Orleans 
is manifestly the best site for the desired depot. 
From its situation, with due care for its protec- 
tion, it is safe from any foreign attack; while, at 
/at the same time, it is within the easiest reach 
of war steamers for the supply and remedy of al! 
their wants. This gubject of a depot was brought 
to the notice of the Navy Department threé or 
| four years ago, in an able memorial of the general 
council of New Orleans. It urged the various 
grounds relied upon in the memorandum | have 
read. It sets forth that, by means of the Missis- 
| sippi and its tributaries, New Orleans can receive 
| supplies of every description at the cheapest 
rates. Provisions of all the kinds necessary for the 
| subsistence of the Navy—munitions of war, and 
| ordnance in all its varieties—hemp, as the raw 
| material, and cordage, as its manufactured article— 
iron of the best quality, in its crude and manufac- 
| tured sandiiaonaaaiie timber, «and machinery 
from Pittsburg and Cincinnati—all can be floated 
‘down to the wharf of the Government by the 
cheapest mode of transportation, and in its depot 
secured for future use and distribution. 
ere the hammer fell.] 
I withdraw my amendment. 
For ,the pur- 


| { 
_ Mr. PHELPS. 


remarks, [ move to increase the appropriation 
| $100,000. 

| Mr. HUNT. I am obliged to my colleague, 
/but I have nothing further to say, the object 
having been stated, and the reasons found suffi- 
_cient, I hope the House will support this amend- 
ment. It is necessary for the protection of the 


|} commerce of the gulf; it.is necessary for the 


_ equipment of the vessels that may be required for 
It would be the 
place for a navy-yard; but the question now be- 


fore us is for the establishment of a depot for 
equipment, coal, &c. 
oppose the amendment. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to 
The gentleman from 
Louisiana does not seem to understand precisely 
the position in which the navy-yard at Mem- 
phis now stands. It is not abolished. It is not 
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removed ° 


vive it the finishing stroke. By that amend- 
Ly proposed to cede the establishment back 


» to the city of Memphis. 


again 


Now, sit, if this House is disposed to cut off all 
wr appropriations, if it is disposed to give up all 
: a machinery and facilities there for manufactur- 
ing American 


hack to the cit of Memphis. 


Vr. BRECKINRIDGE. I want to ask my | 


send from Tennessee whether, of his knowledge, 
any 
navy-yard a ° . 
vr. STANTON. No ship has ever been built 
there because no Secretary of the Navy has ever 
ordered one to be built there. 


d 


was brought down to Memphis and fitted out 
there. 


man now here, and who but a little while ago 
called me from my seat to the door, who roposes 
to build one of the six new steamers, at 
and { tell my friend from Kentucky, that if the 
opportunity is only afforded us we will build forty 
ships at 
anywhere else on the globe. 
and the material. We have everything necessary, 


and if my friend will only give us some of the | 
hemp grown in his district, we will spin rope bet- | 
ter and stronger than that made from the best | 


Russian hemp to rig them. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Has the navy-yard 
at Memphis all the materials and elements pre- 


the Government ? 


Mr. STANTON. I do not say that we have 


all the machinery and establishments there for | 


building vessels, because the appropriations have 
been stopped, and these fixtures have not been 
completed. We have had a portion of the ap- 
propriations necessary. 


Mr. HUNT. The gentleman from Tennessee | 


has made very brave promises, and has poured 


‘forth a feeling lamentation over his departed | 


child. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on 
the amendment. 

Mr. PERKINS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. HUNT. _ I move to increase the appropri- 
ation $10,000. _Mr. Chairman, the honorable gen- 
tleman from Tennessee is a sensible man, and 
usually urges strong reasons for his propositions? 
He has urged no strong reason for his proposi- 
tion inthe presentinstance. He has not combated 


hemp, it would perhaps be as good | 
ping as could be done, to cede the establishment | 


emphis; | 


Memphis as well as they can be built | 
We have the men | 


| ter stand? 
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It is not substantially abolished, but it || the gentleman who, this evening, represents the | 
"ip a very lingering condition. It remains only || 


Si he amendment added at the end of this bill, || subject his own opinions merely, and not those of 


Commnittee of Ways and Means, speaks on this 


thecommittee. ‘That committee have not had this 


amendment under consideration, and of course 


have expressed themselves in no way upon the 
subject. It is not unnatural that the gentleman 
from Tennessee | Mr. Stanton] should advocate a 
naval depot higher up the river than New Orleans. 
The establishment at Memphis is attributable to 
his exertions. He represents that district, and 
he is now laudably striving, with something of 
the partiality of a parent, for the continued exist- 


| ence of what he and we have just been given to 
ship has ever been built at the; Memphis |) 


understand is about to be abolished. 
As to the remarks of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, [Mr. Bocock,]} | have to 


| say that the gentleman from Missouri has no right 
A ship, however, || 


has been fitted out there. The Alleghany, which || When asked if we had not already too many 


was built two thousand miles above, in Pittsburg, || 


to use them against the New Orleans naval depot. 


naval depots, he simply stated that it was the 


| impression of his committee that we had too many. 


|| But, sir, although the question was addressed to 
| will say one word more. There is a gentle- | 


him with direct reference to the proposed depot 


at New Orleans, I did not understand that heex- | 
| pressed himself in opposition to its establishment. 
So far from it, | infer just the contrary from his | 
| remarks, for, although the invitation to do so was 
|| direct, he did not say that the public interest did 
| not require one at that place. 


The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Puevps] 


| must consent to be alone in his opposition to this 


amendment. Hedoes not speak for his committee, 


| and the chairman of the Naval Committee has not 


confirmed his views. Now, sir, how does the mat- 
It seems that the United States have 
eight naval depots—one at Kittery, Maine, one at 


| Boston, one at New York, one at Philadelphia, 


pared to build one of the six steamers required by || one at Washington, and one at Norfolk—six 


on the eastern Atlantic coast. It is very reason- 


| able to infer, from the locality of these, and their 


very great contiguity, that we have too many 
on the north Atlantic coast; but it by no means fol- 


| lows that we have too many on the southern 
coast. 
1) 


At the South we have but two—one at 
Pensacola, and the other, in the interior, at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, and that on the point, we are 
told, of being abolished. 

Now, what are the peculiar wants of New 
Orleans in this respect? We have been told, and 
very happily, by my colleague, (Mr. Hunt,] that 
the time has passed when vessels of war were 
entirely dependent on the wind and waves. The 
vessels now requiring the protection of our naval 
depots are driven by steam. Their wants are of 


the kind that enter into the construction of steam | 
vessels upon our western waters; and for the re- | 
pairs of such, we have everything in New Orleans | 
| equal to any other city of the Union. 
| floated down the Mississippi river in great quan- 


Coal is | 
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goto repair his vessel? To Boston, nearly two 
thousand milesoff. When gentlemen reflect upon 
this fact, and remember the large amount of com- 
merce at this time exposed in the Gulf of Mexico, 
| do trust that they will give to this appropriation 
a cordial support. Lassure them this amendment 
of the Senate has not been proposed merely for 
home effect. It was urged by our former as well 
as our present Senators, and it is designed to be 
used for a great and practical good—the security 
and protection of the vast and valuable commerce 
of all sections of the country. 

In conclusion, | would add that no portion of it 
is to be applied to the purchase of ground. When, 
several years since, an appropriation was made 
for building a custom-house in New Orleans, that 
city presented the Government the ground upon 
which to erect it. If it was necessary, New Or- 
leans would be as liberal again; but the Govern- 
ment already owns the ground for a naval depot, 
and this appropriation is simply asked to improve 
it to such a degree as to make ituseful. I repeat, 
then, the establishment of a naval depot at New 
Orleans is called for by the interests of the com- 
mérce of all portions of nen country, and by the 
exposed and destitute position of our whole south- 
ern coast. It is commended at this time by your 
abolition of the one at Memphis, and the economy 
that dictates a wise enjoyment of what the Gov- 
ernment already possesses. Its locality and its 
commerce, the abundant supply furnished in its 
market of everything that is required for the repair 
of vessels, and the recruiting the personnel of your 


| Navy, give New Orleans claims upon your con- 


sideration that should not be disregarded. 

Mr. PHELPS. | oppose the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Louisiana. And I have 
this to say in reference to it: I have stated here- 
tofore that the Committee of Ways and Means 
are opposed to an increase in the number of navy- 
yards. It has been the unanimous opinion of that 
committee that we have already to many such es- 
tablishments. So far as the city of New Orleans 
is adapted for the location of a navy-yard, I only 
ask thecommittee what Government would send a 
vessel there when yellow fever is prevailing in it? 
Tell me if you would send a vessel of your Navy 
there to be discharged? Why was Commander 
Hollins ordered the-other day to bring his ship to 
Boston? He was ordered to a northern port that 
the mariners on board his vessel might recruit their 
energies after the exposure and heat which they 
had to endure in the Gulf of Mexico. But I will 
not discuss the subject any further, and hope a 
vote will now be taken on it. 

Mr. HUNT. I ask leave to add one word 
only. The gentleman talks about the danger of 
visiting New Orleans during the continuance of 
an epidemic there. Sir, | tell you that the person- 


the reasons which I have presented to the commit- 
tee. The situation of the two places is so differ- | 
ent, and they stand in such different relations to 
commerce and our navy, that it was not possible 
for him to-find such reasons for his proposition 


nel of one of our ships can be at any time supplied 
tities, and can be had as cheap, or cheaper, there, || there. How many seamen from the North, and 
than in any other city of the Union, except Phil- || 


| how many engaged in foreign commerce, can 
| adelphia. Iron, in the same way, is brought to || always be procured there? And I should like to 
our door, and worked up by our founderies into | 


know from that gentleman if he would have no 


as have been urged in support of a naval depot 
near New Orleans. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
aword simply in reply to the proposition sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Louisiana. He said, 
when up before, that the supplies for the navy- 
yard at Pensacola came originally from New Or- 
leans. Well, in reply, I have to say that they came 
originally from Memphis. In other words, they 
have to pass Memphis before they go to New Or- 
leans, or Pensacola. We are in the midst of all 
the supplies necessary for the use of a navy, and 


for the building of a navy. We are nearer the | 


source of those supplies than New Orleans. But 
| do not desire to make any competition with New 
Orleans. I have voted on former occasions for a 
Cepot there. I am by no means hostile to such an 
establishment. If the establishment at Memphis 
is to be abolished, I shall still maintain the interest 
of the Mississippi valley; because | conceive every 
portion of it to be interested from the sources of 


the river, and those of its tributaries to its mouth | 


ina naval depot at New Orleans. 


Mr. HUNT, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
his amendment. 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. 
crease of the appropriation $25,000, for the pur- 
pose of saying a few words. And first, I desire 
to call the attention of members to the fact that 


[ wish to say | 





I move an in- | 


| want of repair to a single vessel ? 





the best of machinery. Hemp from all the West 
fills ourmarket. Lumber—the bestin the world— 
lines our coast, and is, at this very time, furnish- 
ing the material for the Navy of France. These, 


| sir, are considerations that should not be disre- 


garded in the establishment of a naval depot. 
But, in addition to the coal, iron, hemp, and 


lumber, that we can provide so cheap, and of || 
| such quality, it should not be forgotten that the 


city of New Orleans is crowded for eight months 
of the year with the best mechanics of the North, 


| and with sailors from all parts of the world. Thus 


to the materiel New Orleans can also add the per- 
sonnel of your Navy. Aside, however, from all 


| this, when you look to the immense commerce of 


the West that passes out of the Mississippi river 


into the Gulf; to those great movements of trade 

that are now directing the wealth of the world | 
| through the Gulf of Mexico, and across the con- | 

tinent from the Atlantic to the Pacific, it 1s aston- | 


ishing that gentlemen should hesitate about the 
establishment of a little naval depot to repair the 
vessels of war that may be called to its protection. 
What, sir, is the pitiful sum of $100,000, to en- 


| able you to repair Government vessels that are 


sent there every month inthe year, compared with 
what might be the loss upon that coast from the 
W hen Captain 
Hollins lately announced to the Secretary of the 


Navy the destruction of Greytown, where did he |! 


naval depot atall onthe southern coast?, Where, 
on the southern coast, is there a place free from 
epidemic? Butif you fix the naval depot at New 
Orleans, where the personnel can be had, you will 
never want men to man your ships. 

The question was taken on the Senate amend- 
ment; and it was non-concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 

Page ten, after line four, insert as follows: 

That the law approved March 3, 1843, directing adver- 
tisements for materials for the Navy be, and is hereby, so 
far modified as to require the classes only of materials to 
be stated in the advertisements, and bidders to be referred 
to the several Navy agents and chiefs of bureaus, who will 
furnish them with printed schedules, giving a full deserip- 
tion of each and every article, with dates of delivery, &c. 


Mr. PHELPS. That amendment is in com- 
pliance with the recommendation of the Secretary 
of the Navy. I move that it be concurred in. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 


Page ten, at the end of line fourteen, insert as follows : 

That the non commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates of the United States marine corps be entitled to, and 
receive the same pay and bounty for reéniisting as now"s, 
or hereafter may be, allowed to non commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates of the infantry of the Army. 


Mr.PHELPS. Thisamendment is necessary. 
It merely proposes to place the marines on the 
same footing with the infantry. It will be recol- 
lected that we passed a bill the other day providing 
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for the increase of pay of the rank and file of the 
Army, and it is but right to give the same to the 
marines. ‘ 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twelfth amendment: 

At the end of the bill add the following section : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
contained in the act of the 22¢ April, 1854, adding a per- 
centage to the pay of the clerks employed at the navy-yard 
of Washington city, be construed so as to include the clerks 


and the messenger in the commandant’s office. 


Mr. PHELPS. This amendment only pro- 
poses to give the same twenty per cent. that was 
given to the clerks of the navy-yard, to theclerks 
in the office of the navy agent and naval store- 
keeper. It is but right that they should have it. 
The amendment was concurred in. 

Thirteenth amendment: 

Seo. 3. And be it further enacted, That the existing law 
limiting the number of officers of the Navy of the United 
States be so far modified as to entitle the officers belonging 
to the navy of Texas at the time of annexation, to the pay 
of the officers of the Navy of the United States on leave of 
absence up t the present time: Provided, The number of 
such officers shall not exceed eight. 


Mr, PHELPS. 1 offera pro forma amendment 
to explain it. This is a proposition to provide 
that those officers who were in the Texas navy 
at the time of the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, shall be paid the leave of absence 
pay from the time of annexation up to this present 
time. It will be remembered by the members of 
this House, that for several years past attempts 
have been made in both Houses of Congress to 
incorporate the officers of the Texas Navy into the 
Navy of the United States. It has been contended 
by the friends of that measure that Texas, upon 
her admission into the Union, was entitled to 
claim that the officers of her navy should be incor- 
porated into the Navy of the United States. Such 
a proposition as this, | hope, will not receive the 
sanction of this committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I think the 
adoption of the amendment proposed by the Senate 
is the easiest and best way of disposing of this 
long contested subject. 
of the members of this House, that these officers 
have claimed, and the Legislature of Texas have 
repeatedly claimed it for them, that they havea 
right to be admitted into the Navy of the United 
States by the very termsof annexation itself. Many 
gentlemen upon the floor of both Houses of Con- 
gress believe that there is great justice in the claim 
of these officers. Certainly the Navy of Texas 
was badly treated, and though there has been a 
waceunsiich eppediasen to their claim up to the pres- 
ent time, on account of the indisposition to in- 
crease our Navy, inasmuch as it was sufficient for 


than the number of vessels in the service required 
—I say what better disposition can be made of this 
subject, than to give to these gentlemen whose 
State has repeatedly declared that they have been 
ill-treated, this extra pay, and thus settle the 
matter? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I wouldask the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee whether he supposes, if this 
amendment is adopted, and the extra pay given, it 
will put an end to the whole question? Or whether 
it will not prove a mere entering wedge. 

Mr. STANTON. I suppose it will put the 
question at rest. But I am willing to adopt an 
amendment which shall prevent any such state of 
things as that suggested by the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. PHELPS then, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment. 

fT he committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate informing the House 
that they had passed a bill of the House *‘ making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending June 30, 1855,’ with sundry 
amendments, in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. ] 

The committee then resumed its session. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
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I move to amend the 


Provided, That the officers in the Texan navy shall take 
the same rank that they occupied in their own navy. 


Mr. HENN. I rise to a question of order. 
The amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 


and messenger in the office of the navy agent at said yard, | 


to the amendment, for the purpose of enabling me | 


It is well known to most | 


all purposes—the officers being more numerous | 


amendment of the Senate by adding these words: | 





if adopted, would have the effect, as I understand 
it, to incorporate those officers into the Navy of 
the United States. The amendment of the Senate 
| proposed only to pay them. I think the amend- 
| ment of the gentleman from Virginia is clearly out 
| of order. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I will then modify my 
| amendment so that these officers shall receive the 
| same pay as if they had been incorporated into 
the American Navy. 
Mr. HENN. That is what the amendment of 
the Senate proposes to pay them. 
Mr.McMULLIN. Well, sir, the amendment 
is in order. Mr. Chairman, I look upon this asa 
| very grave question. ‘These Texan officers have 
never been in the service of the United States. 
The rank which they held in the Texan oe 
| does not correspond with nominally the same ran 
in the American Navy. Their regulations for pro- 
motion were different from ours. Now, is it right 
that you should pay these officers of the Texan 
| Navy the same that you would have done if they 
had borne arms in the American Navy, and had 
| held the same rank which they hold in the Texan 
| Navy? Is it right that you should make this dis- 
| tinction in favor of Texan officers. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Virginia a question. Did Texas 
| have anavy,and if so, how many men were in it ? 


Mr. McMULLIN. Texas did have a navy, 


am not at this time prepared to state. I understand 
that a portion of her navy was purchased by the 
United States. 

A Memser. But not paid for. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Now, Mr. Chairman, Ido 
not think thisamendment ought to be incorporated 
| into the bill. And ifit is, if you are to pay these 
| officers, you certainly ought not to pay them ata 
higher rate than you pay your own naval officers. 

Mr. ORR. I am opposed to the amendment of 
| the Le pe from Virginia. I think there is a 
_good deal more in this amendment than appears 
| upon the surface. The amendment of the Senate, 
| in my opinion, if comprehended rightly, proposes 
| to pay these officers leave of absence pay from the 
| annexation of Texas down to the present time. 


| And not only that, but it actually provides for 
|| incorporating them into the Navy of the United 
| States. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Oh, no, certainly not. 

| Mr. ORR. Well, I confess that, with what 
| little examination I have been able to give it, I 
/cannot see what other construction can be put 
upon it. What is the number provided for? 

| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The number 
is eight. That is the limitation provided in the 
| amendment; and they are, | believe, the only ones 
surviving. 

Mr. ORR. Now, sir, I agree very much with 
| the suggestions thrown out by the gentleman from 
| Virginia. There were but few officers of the Texan 
| Navy, but they had high rank and position. If 
| they become part of the Navy of the United States, 
| those who have been in our service for twenty 
| years, will be preceded by their juniors. 
| Mr.HENN. If these men have not been in 
| the service of the United States, why should we 
| pay them? 


_in the service of the United States. I do not see 
any obligation on us to pay them. I think the 
| adoption of this amendment is an incorporation of 
| that Navy into our Navy. 
Mr. SKELTON. Why change the number of 
officers of our Navy if it be not the intention to 
incorporate these officers of the Texan Navy into 
it? 


Mr. McMULLIN, by unanimous consent, || 


| withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not rise to 
| make a speech, but simply to remark that these 
|gentlemen have net been in the service of the 
| United States. The reason why they have not 
| been in the service of the United States, and have 
|| done nothing is, that although the United States is 
bound by the articles of annexation, to include 
| them in our service, it has refused to do so. 
| is not the fault of these gentlemen that they 


|| have been compelled to linger here at their own 
| expense, during a long period of years, asserting 
|| their rights. The question now comes up, will the 
| Government refuse them this slight justice? Will 
| the Government give them the pay of officers on 


| but precisely what was the extent of that navy, | | 


Mr. ORR. They have not at all been employed || 
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leave? I say to the committee, and it ar 
known to many gentleman, that we have n wel 
many naval officers who have been on — 


long as these gentlemen, and they have been 


Bt j 

fore the committee? he question be. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of th 
Senate. 7 

Mr. SMITH. And that is debatable. By, I 
have said all that I desired to say. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to amend by Strikin 
out ‘‘ eight”’ and inserting ‘‘ one,”’ J 
Mr. Chairman, this is not the first time 


it, perhaps, be the last, that the Senate » Ror will 


have sen: 


| us, in the expiring hours of the session, matter for 


our consideration that might well emplo 

month at least; yet all ry things leh, 
compelled to consider under the operation of th. 
five-minute rule. I ask whether it is Proper 
whether it is becoming, that a question of so much 
importance should be determined within a fey 


| hours of the close of the session, and after the 


termination of all debate? My friend and Colleague 
says that these gentlemen of the Texas nay 

have been kept out, notwithstanding the terms of 
the articles of annexation by which they were to 
be admitted into the Navy of the United States 
Where does he find any such clause in the treaty 
with Texas? By whatauthority does He say tha 
we ever stipulated with the Republic of Texas 
that her naval efficers should be admitted into the 
Navy of the United States? Her ships and q)| 
her — property were transferred to the Upj. 
téd States; but does any man say that the officers 
of the navy were transferable? Does any man 
say that it was competent for the Republic of 
Texas, or for the United States, to stipulate for 
the services of the officers, or the men of the 
Texas navy? If the officers are to be incorpo. 
rated into the United States Navy, why not the 
men? Who ever heard before that the termnavy 
did not apply to mariners as well as officers? 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. Then the gen. 
tleman does not hold that the Texan navy was to 
be incorporated into the Navy of the United 
States? 

Mr. MILLSON. [am protesting against the 
idea. The word “navy ’’ does not apply to 
officers alone. Naval officers no not constitute 
the whole of a navy. The boatswains, gunners, 
and sailors are all included. Are we to pay the 
wages of seamen and the petty officers of the 
Texan navy, from the time of the annexation of 
Texas up to this time? I protest against this ides 
of Prag mee for anything but services rendered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The gentle 


| man asks whether the Government of the United 


States would be bound to pay the wages of these 
men. Suppose a certain number of men of the 
Texan navy had made a contract with the United 
States, and had enlisted for three years, could 
they not claim the benefit of their contract? || 


| ask him whether, upon any principle of right, the 
| Government of the Unit 


States could step in 
and abolish that contract? 

Mr. MILLSON. Who ever heard before that 
anation assumed the debts of another nation be- 
cause they made a treaty with it?+ I protest 
agaist this notion that we are to be responsible 
for the salaries of these men, who have rendered 
us no service. Pay is an equivalent for services, 
not for rank. These men have never yet been 


| incorporated into the American Navy. As my 
| frien 


from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] suggest- 
ed, there is something exceedingly strange and 
anomalous in the phraseology of thie amendment. 
It seems to me that it admits the fact that these 
officers have always remained officers of the 
American Navy; and if so, are we not liable to 
pay the salaries of deceased officers, and the wages 
of deceased and surviving seamen? As is assumed 
in this amendment, we are as much responsible 


' and as much liable to pay the wages of petty of- 


ficers and mariners as to pay the salaries of the 
officers higher in rank. 
Here the hammer fell.] 
r. HAVEN. I think that perhaps we had 


| better come to a speedy vote upon this matter. 
| do not understand precisely the motion made by 


the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mitison,] bu! 
I wish to say to the committee, if we get afloat 
with this Texan navy, we shall hardly touch 
bottom. [Laughter.} It seems to me that, at this 
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